
Lesson for Thursday, January 26 and Sunday, January 29, 
2023
                                
GOSPEL:   Matthew 5:1-12

“Beatitudes”

Context
“The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  not  one  single  sermon  which
Jesus preached on one definite situation; it is the epitome, the
distillation,  the  summary  of  His  consistent  teaching  to  His
disciples.   It  has  been  suggested  that,  after  Jesus  definitely
chose the Twelve, He may have taken them away into a quiet
place  for  a  week  or  even  a  longer  period  of  time,  and  the
Sermon on the  Mount  is  the  summary  of  that  teaching...The
Sermon on the Mount is greater even than we think.  Matthew in
his introduction wishes us to see that it is the official teaching of
Jesus;  that  it  is  the  opening  of  Jesus’  whole  mind  to  His
disciples; that it  is  the summary of  the teaching which Jesus
habitually gave to his inner circle.  The Sermon on the Mount is
nothing less than the concentrated memory of many hours of
heart  to  heart  communion  between  the  disciples  and  their
Master.” (Excerpts from The Gospel of Matthew, Vol 1 – The Daily Study Bible,
pgs 80 & 82 by William Barclay)

Insight
“Every tongue will confess that the meek lamb who did not open
his mouth before the slaughterers has been granted the earth
and everything in it (Matthew 28:18). Every tongue will confess
that the one who longed for justice has lived to see justice; that
the one who practiced purity of heart is standing in the presence
of God;  that  the great  peacemaker  is now called the Son of
God. On that day every tongue will confess that the one who
was  persecuted  for  the  sake  of  righteousness  (verse  10)  is
indeed Blessed of God.
  Until that day, the Beatitudes stand as a daring act of protest
against the current order. Jesus cannot very well insist that we

be poor in spirit, but he can show us how to look upon such
people with new eyes, and so gain entrance to a new world. On
All Saints Day, the Beatitudes testify that it matters deeply whom
we call “saint.”
  The Kingdom Jesus proclaimed and embodied is precisely a
new way of seeing, a new way of naming, and so a new way of
being. The current regime sweeps aside those Jesus declares
blessed of God, but we are invited to look again and discern a
new  reality  that  is  coming  into  being.  When  we  learn  to
recognize such people as blessed — to call them saints — we
pledge our allegiance to that new world even as we participate
in  its  realization.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/all-saints-
sunday/commentary-on-matthew-51-12-7 by Lance Pape)

Gospel Reading 
“When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed
a hillside. Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed,
climbed with him. Arriving at  a quiet  place,  he sat  down and
taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: “You’re
blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you
there is more of God and his rule. “You’re blessed when you feel
you’ve lost  what  is  most  dear  to  you.  Only  then can you be
embraced by the One most dear to you. “You’re blessed when
you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s
the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that
can’t be bought. “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good
appetite for God. He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever
eat. “You’re blessed when you care.  At  the moment  of being
‘care-full,’ you find yourselves cared for. “You’re blessed when
you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then
you can see God in the outside world. “You’re blessed when you
can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight.
That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in
God’s  family. “You’re blessed when your  commitment  to  God



provokes persecution. The persecution drives you even deeper
into God’s kingdom. “Not only that—count yourselves blessed
every time people put you down or throw you out or speak lies
about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too
close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad
when that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t
like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in
good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten
into this kind of trouble.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“If I were to choose a word to capture the tone, character, and
import of Jesus’ sermon, it would be “transformation.” We are
invited to  transform our  sense of  where God is  at  work.  Not
simply, or even primarily, in places of strength, but in places of
vulnerability  –  amid  our  grief,  alongside  those  who  exercise
mercy  and  work  for  righteousness,  and  in  so  many  other
activities the world considers not just meek but weak. The God
we know in Jesus always shows up where we least expect God
to be: in a feeding trough in a stable rather than in a jeweled crib
in a palace, among the poor and destitute rather than with the
rich and powerful,  and on the cross of  an outlaw rather than
astride  the  war  horse  of  a  conquering  hero.  Similarly,  God
shows up in our acts of sacrifice and mercy rather than through
assertions  of  will  and  attempts  to  collect  worldly  power  and
goods.
  This,  in  turn,  invites us also to stretch our notions of  what
God’s presence means. God promises not to remove our grief,
but rather to transform it as we see in the resurrected Christ the
promise that God’s love is more powerful than death and that,
therefore,  life,  rather  than  death,  will  have  the  last  word.
Similarly, what can feel like “small gestures” of being merciful in
a world where “an eye for  an eye”  still  reigns, or working for
justice in a world where injustice rages, are precisely the places
where God is at work blessing, sustaining, and supporting God’s

beloved  children  and  world.  In  light  of  God’s  character  and
promises,  that  is,  there  are  no  small  gestures  and  we  are
reminded that nothing done in love is ever lost or attempted in
vain.” (Excerpts from www.davidlose.net/2020/10/all-saints-a-transformation/)

Readings for Further Study
 Micah 6:1-8    How we act for and with one another reflects

our relationship with God  
 Psalm 15     God  is  interested  in  whether  our  attitude  and

actions are right   

 1 Corinthians 1:18-31    God will do what God promises to
do 

 Luke  6:20-49   The  Sermon  on  the  Plain  (similarities  to
Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount)

Discussion Questions 
1.  Why did God have a quarrel with Israel? Might God have a
dispute with you? How would you respond? (Micah 6:2) 
2.  What ways of God seem foolish or weak to you? How do
they carry the good news that God is love?  (1 Cor 1:27) 
3.  Which of the Beatitudes is hardest for you to accept? Which
brings you the greatest comfort? (Matt 5:1-12) 
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-epiphany-4-4 by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
"The  fellowship  of  the  beatitudes  is  the  fellowship  of  the
Crucified. With him it has lost all, and with him it has found all.
From  the  cross  there  comes  the  call  ‘blessed,  blessed.”  ~
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (The Cost of Discipleship, pgs 113-114)

 A Prayer 
“Holy  God,  you  confound  the  world's  wisdom in  giving  your
kingdom to  the  lowly  and the pure in  heart.  Give us such a
hunger and thirst  for justice,  and perseverance in  striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.”  Amen. ~ ELCA
Year A 2022-2023 Fourth Sunday After Epiphany/Lectionary 4 Prayer 


