
Lesson for Thursday, January 12 and Sunday, January 15, 
2023
                              
GOSPEL:   John 1: 29-42

“Lamb of God, First Disciples”

Context
“John the Baptist, introduced so strongly as the human witness
sent  from  God  (1:6-9,  15),  opens  the  narrative  as  the  first
human character to speak, and in his initial dialogue he takes
control and begins to teach the how of the good news.
  Since the narrator has placed the audience’s trust in John, this
character, upon launching the story, becomes the one character
who witnesses accurately to the Word made flesh, just as he
was  sent  to  do.  He  may  not  know  everything  about  Jesus’
mission, but to what he does testify is true, thereby providing
audiences the grounds to form decisions about the characters in
the  narrative,  and  about  their  own  believing  in  the  Word.
Ultimately, John points two disciples to “the Lamb of God,” and
the spotlight of the narrative follows his verbal index finger to
land upon Jesus, where it will shine from then on. For his part,
Jesus  takes  the  (likewise  verbal)  baton  of  control  of  the
dialogical testimony and (to push a metaphor to its limit) runs
with  it!”  (Excerpts  from workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/second-sunday-after-epiphany/commentary-on-john-129-42-5 by
Sherri Brown)

Insight
“In  this  Gospel,  Jesus’  first  words  appear  in  the  form  of  a
question, an ordinary question with extraordinary significance:
“What  are  you  looking  for?”  (John  1:38).  English  translations
obscure the meaning of the Greek, which is better translated,
“What  are  you  seeking?”  Jesus’  ministry  begins  not  with  a
mighty command to silence a demon, as in Mark;  nor with a
sermon to the crowds who have gathered on a mountain, as in
Matthew; and not with a quotation from Isaiah to proclaim his

anointing for the year of God’s favor, as in Luke, but it begins
with a question: “What are you seeking?” What are you looking
for? What do you need? It is a question worth wrestling with —
as individuals, as congregations, as communities — since our
answers will have a great deal to do with what we find as well as
with  the  journey  we  take  to  get  there.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-
after-epiphany/commentary-on-john-129-42-3 by Audrey West)

Gospel Reading 
“The very  next  day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
yelled out, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb! He forgives the
sins of the world! This is the man I’ve been talking about, ‘the
One who comes after  me but  is  really  ahead of  me.’ I  knew
nothing about who he was—only this: that my task has been to
get Israel ready to recognize him as the God-Revealer. That is
why I came here baptizing with water, giving you a good bath
and scrubbing sins from your life so you can get a fresh start
with God.” John clinched his witness with this: “I watched the
Spirit, like a dove flying down out of the sky, making himself at
home in him. I repeat, I know nothing about him except this: The
One who authorized me to baptize with water told me, ‘The One
on whom you see the Spirit come down and stay, this One will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ That’s exactly what I saw happen,
and I’m telling you, there’s no question about it: This is the Son
of  God.” The  next  day  John  was  back  at  his  post  with  two
disciples, who were watching. He looked up, saw Jesus walking
nearby, and said, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb.” The two
disciples heard him and went after Jesus. Jesus looked over his
shoulder  and said to them,  “What  are  you after?”  They said,
“Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” He
replied,  “Come along and see for  yourself.”  They came,  saw
where he was living, and ended up staying with him for the day.
It  was  late  afternoon  when  this  happened. Andrew,  Simon
Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John’s witness



and followed Jesus. The first  thing he did after finding where
Jesus lived was find his own brother, Simon, telling him, “We’ve
found the Messiah” (that is, “Christ”). He immediately led him to
Jesus.  Jesus took one look up and said, “You’re John’s  son,
Simon? From now on your name is Cephas” (or Peter, which
means “Rock”).”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Jesus’ first words in the Gospel are a question asked of John’s
disciples: “What do you want?” The two disciples (unnamed at
this point) reply with a question of their own, “Rabbi, where are
you  staying?”  On  the  surface  this  might  appear  to  be  a
disjointed  conversation.  Jesus  asks  a  question  that  could  be
taken a myriad of ways and the disciples’ response is a question
that is, on the surface, not in any way related to Jesus’ question.
However,  when  one  understands  that  Rabbi  means  teacher
(which the evangelist  kindly spells out), then it becomes a bit
more obvious what the disciples mean; they want to learn from
Jesus.
  Jesus invites them to “come and see,” an invitation that Jesus
will  make  in  various  ways  to  many  people  throughout  the
Gospel.  As  a  rabbi,  a  teacher,  Jesus  does  not  just  speak
(although he certainly does plenty of that in John), he invites
disciples into participation.
  As the evangelist helpfully reminds us, “messiah” is a Hebrew
word  meaning  anointed  (by  God).  In  the  Hebrew  Bible  and
Jewish  tradition,  kings,  high  priests,  and  (possibly)  some
prophets were anointed. Over time, especially during and after
the Babylonian captivity, some Jewish folk began anticipating a
future messiah that would be an heir to King David and fulfill
God’s  promises  to  Israel.  The  evangelist  picks  up  on  these
hopes in their depiction of Jesus.
  What is particularly poignant to me about this passage is that
these markers of  Jesus’ identity  are  not  used to elevate  him
above  everyone  else,  making  him  unapproachable.  Instead,

Jesus invites his new disciples into participation with him. He
invites them to follow him further to discover what they seek to
know. The rest of the gospel provides us with deeper insights
into Jesus’ identity if only we will “come and see.”” (Excerpts from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-
after-epiphany/commentary-on-john-129-42-6 by Jillian Engelhardt)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah 49:1-7   What good is it if the servant has been named

before birth if the song of freedom dies on their lips? 

 Psalm 40:1-11     A song of thanksgiving that recognizes the
ongoing trouble in the world

 1 Corinthians 1:1-9    Paul uses “their Lord” to unite us, not
divide us, with all those who call upon the name of the Lord
Jesus 

Discussion Questions 
1.  Have you ever felt your witness to God has been in vain? If
so, how are Isaiah’s words comforting? (Isa 49:4)
2.  To sanctify means “to make holy” or “to set apart.” How can
you tell you have been sanctified? (1 Cor 1:2)
3. What  assurance  would  you  demand  before  following
someone? Would you have left all to follow Jesus? (John 1:37)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-baptism-of-our-lord by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
"If  you look at  the world,  you will  be distressed.   If  you look
within, you will be depressed.  If you look at God, you will be at
rest.” ~ Corrie Ten Boom

 A Prayer 
“Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us
forever,  that  through  your  grace  we  may  worship  you  and
faithfully  serve  you,  follow you  and joyfully  find  you,  through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.” Amen. ~ ELCA Year A 2022-
2023 Second Sunday After Epiphany/Lectionary 2 Prayer 


