
Lesson for Thursday, January 5 and Sunday, January 8, 2023
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 3: 13-17

“Baptism of Jesus”

Context
“Jesus  submits  to  this  baptism  as  a  fulfillment  of  God’s
righteousness (verse 15). Some believe this act was not only a
modeling  of  submission  and  a  consecration  to  his  coming
mission, it was also an act of being in “solidarity with sinners.”
Standing  in  solidarity  with  those  who  often  feel  unworthy  of
God’s love and grace is a powerful act that is vividly portrayed in
this  text  and  throughout  the  ministry  of  Jesus.”(Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/baptism-of-our-
lord/commentary-on-matthew-313-17-4 by Kareyn Wiseman)

Insight
“Matthew’s Gospel is, of course, about God–every Gospel text
in the Series A lectionary is about God–but most of the time God
is in the background. People talk  about  God, and the thoughts
of God are often revealed through prophets or angels or through
references to scripture, which is “the word of God” (15:6). But
there  are  only  two  texts  in  Matthew  in  which  God  actually
speaks directly,  as  a character  in  the story (3:13-17;  17:1-9).
One is read on the Baptism of Our Lord, the first Sunday in the
Epiphany season; the other is read on the Transfiguration of Our
Lord, the last Sunday in the Epiphany Season. These weeks we
call  Epiphany  are  literally  framed  by  two  divine
pronouncements. What’s really interesting is that both times that
God chooses to  speak aloud from heaven,  God says almost
exactly the same thing: Jesus is God’s beloved Son and God is
pleased with Jesus (3:17; 17:5).
  The single most important thing that Matthew’s Gospel wants
to say about Jesus is this: Jesus is the Son of God. This is the
confession that gives birth to the church (see 16:16-19). It  is
hidden  truth  that  must  be  revealed  by  the  father  in  heaven

(11:25-27; 16:17). Why is this so important? For Matthew, the
divine sonship of Jesus is what establishes him as one in whom
God is present (1:23). 
  The season of Epiphany focuses on the worship of Jesus, in
whom God is made manifest to us. The revelation of his glorious
divine sonship begins with baptism—the revelation to the world
began  with  the  baptism  of  Jesus  and  the  revelation  to  us
typically begins with our baptism. Some such analogy was no
doubt  intended  by  Matthew:  when  we  are  baptized,  we  too
receive the Spirit and we too are identified as beloved children
of  God.  We are baptized with Christ  and into  Christ,  so  that
God’s plan of righteousness might be fulfilled in us and through
us.”(Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/baptism-of-our-lord/commentary-on-matthew-313-17-2  by  Mark  Allen
Powell)

Gospel Reading 
“Jesus then appeared, arriving at the Jordan River from Galilee.
He wanted John to baptize him. John objected, “I’m the one who
needs to be baptized, not you!” But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s
work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming together
right now in this baptism.” So John did it. The moment Jesus
came up out of the baptismal waters, the skies opened up and
he saw God’s  Spirit—it  looked  like  a  dove—descending  and
landing on him. And along with the Spirit, a voice: “This is my
Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life.””  The
Message

What It Could Mean?
“John’s baptism is a call  to repentance, a preparatory step in
restoring  one’s  relationship  with  God,  that  is,  to  become
righteous again. Jesus, therefore, was not coming for baptism
for his own sins, but he came in solidarity with the sinners whom
God  had  sent  him  to  save.  Apart  from  being  God’s
eschatological agent of salvation, Jesus was at the same time
the Davidic King and representative of the Jews before God. So



he  humbled  himself  alongside  his  people  to  wait  on  God’s
mercy. Because of Jesus’ mediatory role, John finally consented
to  baptize  him.  At  this  Trinitarian  moment,  God  the  Father
spoke through the clouds about  his Son,  on whom the Spirit
descended in the form of a dove.
  What  the  voice  from heaven  said  was essentially  identical
across the three Synoptic Gospels with one key difference. In
Mark  and  Luke,  God addressed  Jesus  directly,  “You are  my
Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11; Luke
3:22), whereas in Matthew, God made an announcement, “This
is  my  Son,  the  Beloved,  with  whom  I  am  well  pleased”
(Matthew  3:17).  Jesus  was  being  commissioned  to  his
messianic  task  in  Mark  and  Luke,  but  he  was introduced  to
Israel in Matthew.
  This declaration is laden with meaning. First, Israel’s king was
viewed metaphorically as God’s son (see also 2 Samuel 7:14;
Psalm 2:7), ruling Israel on God’s behalf, and leading the nation
to live as obedient children of God. For Jesus, though, “Son of
God”  not  only  points  to  his  messianic  status,  but  his  unique
conception by the Holy Spirit as well. Second, Jesus was God’s
beloved like how Isaac was the “only son … whom [Abraham]
loved”  (Genesis 22:2).  Just  as Abraham was told  to  sacrifice
Isaac, God would also lose his Son to death. Third, Jesus was
identified with the servant of the Lord, about whom God says,
“Here is my servant, … in whom my soul delights; I have put my
spirit upon him” (Isaiah 42:1).
  The Christ  Hymn of  Philippians 2:5-11  says  it  all.  Like  the
people at the Jordan, we too must respond to God’s voice in
awe and in gratitude,  giving Jesus the worship worthy of  his
divine status, and the heartfelt thanks for his humility and faithful
obedience  to  his  Father.”
(Excerptsfromworkingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/
baptism-of-our-lord/commentary-on-matthew-313-17-6 by Diane G. Chen)

Readings for Further Study

 Genesis  1:1-5   “Earth  was  a  soup  of  nothingness,  a
bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit brooded
like a bird above the watery abyss.” 

 Psalm 29     God is poised above it, as God once was about
the waters of chaos in creation  

 Mark 1:9-11    “You are my Son, chosen and marked by my
love, pride of my life.” 

Discussion Questions
1.  God creates order from chaos. How can we participate with
God in doing the same? (Gen 1:1-5)
2.  Psalm 29 isn’t a weather report, but a statement of the power
of God. What are today’s competing powers?
3. Baptismal  candidates  declare  “I  renounce  them!”  to  the
powers of evil. What evil(s) do you renounce? (Mark 1:9-11)
4.  Jesus’ baptism was the beginning of his ministry; how was
your baptism the beginning of yours? (Mark 1:10-11)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-baptism-of-our-lord by Julie Sevig)

Thought for the Day 
"The Holy Spirit appears in the lovely form of an innocent dove.
Among all birds, a dove is known for its gentle nature, peaceful
and not  aggressive.  So the Holy Spirit  reveals  himself  in  the
friendliest of forms to show that he is not wrathful toward us, but
wants to help us become holy and rescue us through Christ.” ~
Quotes  from  Third  Sermon,  1534,  Text:  St.  Matthew  3:  13-17,
Sermons of Martin Luther

 A Prayer 
“O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make
all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be our
daughters  and  sons,  and  empower  us  all  with  your  Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” Amen.
~ ELCA Year A 2022-2023 First Sunday After Epiphany/Lectionary 1
Prayer 


