
Lesson for Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   John 1: 1-14

“The Word Became Flesh”

Context
“The term word is used in different ways in the Bible. In the New
Testament, there are two Greek words translated "word": rhema
and  logos.  They  have  slightly  different  meanings.  Rhema
usually means “a spoken word.” 
  Logos, however, has a broader, more philosophical meaning.
This  is  the  term  used  in  John  1.  It  usually  implies  a  total
message, and is used mostly in reference to God’s message to
mankind.  
  "The Word" (Logos) in John 1 is referring to Jesus. Jesus is the
total Message—everything that God wants to communicate to
man. The first  chapter of  John gives us a glimpse inside the
Father/Son relationship before Jesus came to earth in human
form. He preexisted with the Father (verse 1), He was involved
in the creation of everything (verse 3), and He is the "light of all
mankind" (verse 4). The Word (Jesus) is the full embodiment of
all that is God (Colossians 1:19; 2:9; John 14:9). The message
of love and redemption that  God spoke through the prophets
had  gone  unheeded  for  centuries  (Ezekiel  22:26;  Matthew
23:37).” (Excerpts from gotquestions.org/Word-became-flesh.html)

Insight
“God became incarnate in Jesus, but Jesus—though uniquely
God’s child and God’s incarnate Word—makes it possible for all
of  us  to  become  God’s  children  who  embody  God’s  word.
Through Christ,  our  ordinary human lives can become places
where God’s glory shines. The Word became flesh to bring us
all  into  God’s  family.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/christmas-day-
nativity-of-our-lord-iii/commentary-on-john-11-14-6 by Judith Jones)

Gospel Reading 

“The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to
the Word. The Word was God, in readiness for God from day
one.  Everything  was  created  through  him;  nothing—not  one
thing!—came into being without him. What came into existence
was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The Life-Light blazed
out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out. There once
was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to
the Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who to
believe in. John was not himself the Light; he was there to show
the way to the Light.  The Life-Light was the real  thing: Every
person entering Life he brings into Light. He was in the world,
the world was there through him, and yet the world didn’t even
notice. He came to his own people, but they didn’t  want him.
But  whoever  did  want  him,  who  believed  he  was  who  he
claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true
selves, their child-of-God selves. These are the God-begotten,
not  blood-begotten,  not  flesh-begotten,  not  sex-begotten.  The
Word  became  flesh  and  blood,  and  moved  into  the
neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-
a-kind  glory,  like  Father,  like  Son,  Generous  inside  and  out,
true from start to finish.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Why, this particular reading as an option for Christmas Day?
Because  it  captures  the  heart,  meaning,  and  benefits  of  the
Christmas story in a nutshell. Like the author of Genesis, John
too is talking about creation, God’s new creation in Christ, the
Word of God made flesh.
  To get at the significance of John’s poetic witness to the Word,
we might be well served by employing some of the questions of
journalism, sometimes known as the “five W’s.”
  What? That is, what’s happening? Jesus, according to John,
has  been  a  part  of  creation  from  the  very  beginning.  What
occurs now is that God’s eternal Word — God’s Reason, Order,
and very Being — is coming down to earth to take on human



flesh.  This  is  the  not  first  time  God  has  “gotten involved”  in
human  history,  of  course.  Yet  now  God  is  getting  more
personally involved, as the very Word of God takes on human
flesh and dwells — literally, “tabernacles” — with us in our own
human form.
  Why? Because the world that has fallen into darkness needs
light!  And  so  God  comes  prepared  to  struggle,  light  against
darkness,  day against  night.  That  struggle is  captured in the
future  perfect  of  John’s  grammatical  construction,  rendering
verse 5: “The light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.”
  Who? Or, better,  who is affected by this? All of us, as new
creation means new possibility for everyone!  Note the freedom
John imbues this invitation with: Children born not of blood (we
will not be subject to the frailties of human flesh forever), or of
the will of the flesh (we are more than our desires), or of the will
of humans (we will not always be subject to whim and will of
others).  Rather,  we  are  children  of  God,  restored  to  God’s
intention in creation.
  Where and when? Not just in a manger long ago, but here,
today, now! Perhaps this is why John gives such scant attention
to the details of Jesus’ birth. He is, ultimately more interested in
our birth, our new birth as children of God. According to John,
that is, Christmas is not really Jesus’ birthday at all; rather, it is
ours.  Christmas is,  that  is,  the day we celebrate our birth as
children  of  God,  the  keeping  of  all  God’s  promises,  and the
beginning of the restoration of all creation.
  This is the gift of Christmas, a new identity, a new opportunity,
a new humanity, all through God in Christ.  John’s prologue is, in
many ways, a hymn to the Word, the Word that created in the
beginning,  created  again  in  Jesus,  and  still  creates  when
anyone  receives  Jesus  in  faith.  However  you  choose  to
celebrate this day and preach this passage, however, know that
Christ came for you, for you and all of us, that we might have

life…and have it  abundantly. Blessed Christmas.” (Excerpts  from
biblia.work/sermons/john-11-14-commentary-by-david-lose/ by David Lose)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah  62:6-12    ‘Look!  Your  Savior  comes,

Ready to do what he said he’d do, prepared to complete what
he promised.’” 

 Psalm 97    Psalm 97 gives us an opportunity to revel in one of
the central paradoxes of our faith 

 Titus 3: 4-7    “God’s gift has restored our relationship with him
and given us back our lives. And there’s more life to come—an
eternity of life!” 

 Luke  2:1-20    A king  was  born  whose  rule  benefited  the
broken, brokenhearted, and bereft

Discussion Questions
1. “They shall  be called…” Can you come up with a creative
name for your faith community? (Isaiah 62:12)
2.  How might you resolve to NOT keep silent about the good
news of the fulfillment of God’s promises? (Psalm 97)
3.   How can the goodness and kindness message of Titus 3:4-7
carry us through the rest of the year?
4.  How do  the  lives  of  the  shepherds  in  Luke  2  symbolize
human existence, and how is this our good news too?
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-christmas-day-ii by Julie Sevig)

Thought for the Day 
"The story of Christmas is the story of God's relentless love for
us." ~ Max Lucado

 A Prayer 
“Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human
nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace
adopt  us  as  your  children  and  enlighten  us  with  your  Spirit,
through Jesus Christ,  our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”
Amen. ~ ELCA Year A 2022-2023 Nativity of our Lord Christmas Day
Prayer 


