
Lesson for Thursday, December 15 and Sunday, December 
18, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 1: 18-25

“Birth of Jesus the Messiah”

Context
“In this passage Matthew continues to tell us who Jesus is by
describing God’s preparation for his birth and explaining that the
Messiah’s  advent  is  in  accordance  with  Scripture.  The  most
obvious feature of this narrative and the narratives that succeed
it in Matthew 2 is that Joseph, not Mary, is the primary human
actor...Matthew...by  selecting  Joseph  as  his  leading  actor,
stresses the active component in the human response.  Three
times Joseph is instructed by an angel in a dream, and three
times he must  do  something.”  (Excerpts  from “Interpretation:   A Bible
Commentary for Teaching and Preaching-Matthew,” page 8)  by  Douglas  R.A.
Hare)

Insight
“There are two key elements here, and Matthew weaves both
together beautifully. First, Matthew is interested in creation and
he actually talks about genesis — beginnings — twice in the first
chapter of his gospel (1:1, 18). Matthew is describing, that is, a
new creation. Little wonder, from this point of view, that the Spirit
that blew across the waters at the beginning of time is again
active,  this time conceiving in Mary a child who will be, quite
literally  for  Matthew,  a  new Adam.  (Note,  in  this  context,  the
similarity of the character of temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4
and that of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3.)
  Matthew is also interested in God’s promises to Israel.  And
here is  why Joseph  is  central  to  Matthew’s  account,  as it  is
through Joseph that Jesus’ lineage can be traced to David. God
made some pretty  big  promises to  Israel  through David,  and
Matthew believes that God is keeping all  these promises and
more in Jesus.  The primary promise — made in response to

David’s desire to build God a house – that is, a temple — was to
establish David’s house, or descendants, forever. Note how God
begins this promise: “I took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep to be a prince over my people Israel, and I have been
with you wherever you went…” (2 Sam. 7:8-9). God’s promise is
to be with David and his descendants forever. And in Jesus that
promise is kept, except that now God is not just with David and
his line, or even Israel, but all of us. For this reason Jesus shall
be called Emmanuel, “God is with us.” 
  And here’s the point, when we focus on the historical questions
we miss Matthew’s beautifully woven tapestry of confessions —
confessions that the God who created the earth so long ago is
not deterred by human sin but is creating once again in order to
renew and redeem creation and all of us; and confessions that
God  keeps  God’s  promises,  often  in  ways  we  could  never
expect.”  (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/joseph-
and-the-amazing-technicolor-confession by David Lose)

Gospel Reading 
“The birth of Jesus took place like this. His mother, Mary, was
engaged to  be married  to  Joseph.  Before  they  enjoyed  their
wedding night, Joseph discovered she was pregnant. (It was by
the Holy Spirit, but he didn’t know that.) Joseph, chagrined but
noble, determined to take care of things quietly so Mary would
not be disgraced. While he was trying to figure a way out, he
had a dream. God’s angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph, son of
David, don’t hesitate to get married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-
conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has made her pregnant. She will
bring a son to birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name
him Jesus—‘God saves’—because he will save his people from
their sins.” This would bring the prophet’s embryonic revelation
to full term:  Watch for this—a virgin will get pregnant and bear a
son;  They will  name him Immanuel (Hebrew for “God is with
us”). Then Joseph woke up. He did exactly what God’s angel
commanded  in  the  dream:  He  married  Mary.  But  he  did  not



consummate the marriage until she had the baby. He named the
baby Jesus.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Because Jesus is “from the Holy Spirit” (1:18, 20), he is also
the Son of God. Matthew begins to develop the implications of
this claim in 1:23, the first of Matthew’s “fulfillment quotations.”
This quotation from Isaiah 7:14 is not meant as a simple proof
text in support of claims that Jesus is the Messiah. Like many of
Matthew’s fulfillment quotations, this citation conveys elements
of both judgment and salvation. Isaiah 7 speaks of the birth of a
child,  who will  be named “Emmanuel.  His  birth is a “sign”  of
God’s promise to deliver and bless King Ahaz and the Judean
people with abundance, but also of devastating judgment if the
sign is  refused.  When the  son born of  the “virgin,”  or  young
woman, is rejected, he becomes a sign of judgment rather than
deliverance.  Matthew thus uses  the citation of  Isaiah  7:14  to
indicate that Jesus’ person and mission compel people to make
choices, resulting in both redemption and judgment.
  The identification of Jesus as “God with Us” also has roots in 2
Chronicles  36:22-24,  a  passage  from  the  very  end  of  the
Hebrew  canon  that  will  feature  prominently  in  the  Great
Commission at the end of Matthew’s story of Jesus. The Persian
king Cyrus, who has just conquered the Babylonians, tells the
exiles to go back home to Judah and rebuild the temple for their
God, because all the kingdoms of earth have been given to him,
“so may the Lord his God be with him!” (2 Chronicles 36:23, see
also  Matthew  28:18-20).  “God with  us”  in  Matthew 1:23  and
28:20  thus  frames  the  whole  Gospel,  which  serves  as  a
comprehensive narrative that defines what it means for Jesus to
be God with us. The culmination of Jesus’ mission in his death
and  resurrection  means  that  God’s  work  of  redemption  has
reached  its  climactic  moment,  when  Israel  is  gathered  and
restored, the mission to the nations has begun, and the whole
creation—heaven and earth—will be restored and renewed as

God’s dwelling place. What role might disciples—all of us—play
in the continuing realization of this story? How is this story still
our  story  in  a  world ever more filled with  greed,  exploitation,
violence,  and  death?” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fourth-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-matthew-118-25-9 by Stanley Saunders)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah 7:10-16    God is with us, because it is hard to believe,

and God knows it 

 Romans 1:1-7    A counter-cultural word to the social, political,
and ideological divides 

 Luke 1:35    “...therefore the child to be born will be called holy
—the Son of God.” 

Discussion Questions
1. Have you ever asked God for a sign? If not, why? If so, did
you receive it? How did it change you? (Isa 7:11)
2.  Paul says he is “called to be an apostle.” What calling could
you name when you introduce yourself? (Rom 1:1)
3.  The  prophet  says  the  Messiah  will  be  called  Emmanuel,
“God with us.” How does the name speak to you? (Matt 1:23)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-advent-4-4 by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
Week four of Advent we light the Candle of Love which follows
the previous candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy.  We use these
candles to remind us of the attributes of God as we anticipate
Christ’s coming for Christmas. 

 A Prayer 
“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that
eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”
Amen. ~ ELCA Year A 2022-2023 Fourth Sunday of Advent Prayer 


