
Lesson for Thursday, December 8 and Sunday, December 
11, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 11: 2-11

“Messengers from John/Jesus Praises John”

Context
“The question of John the Baptist to Jesus is one of the most
important questions of Advent and of Christian theology more
broadly.  “Are you the one who is come, or are we to wait for
another?” (Matthew 11:3).
  We need to qualify the question from the perspective of the
first  century. Not  all  Jewish communities were oriented to the
end-times,  and  not  all  anticipated  a  messianic  figure.  One
Jewish community (Qumran) seemed to envision two messianic
figures.  Moreover,  end-time  Jewish  communities  debated  the
nature, identity, and activity of God’s final end-time agent. John
was not the only one asking, with wider reference, “Are you the
one?”
  The Gospel according to Matthew steps into the middle of this
debate.  According  to  Matthew,  it  is  Jesus  who  is  “the  one.”
Indeed, Jesus defines the realm of heaven for the disciples (the
church).”  (Excerpts  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/third-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-112-11-4 by Ronald J.
Allen)

Insight
“If we are to receive this Jesus as God’s Messiah “for us,” then it
will call for a dramatic new creation of ones who are made to
hear  and see in new ways.  Our expectations and our  hopes
need reshaping. Jesus says, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see” (11:4). Such seeing will need to be shaped both by the
visions and hopes of prophets, those who have gone before. It
will also need to be shaped by what is happening here and now
among us. Where do we see the creative power of God at work
amid the suffering of this world? Where do the blind, the lame,

the sick, the poor have good news brought to them? And where
do we find ourselves to be instruments of God’s creative power?
Such  hearing  and  seeing  will  return  us  to  the  theme  of
repentance and renewal that were part of John’s preaching of
the kingdom. It is part of Jesus’ message to disciples as well.
“Be  not  only  hearers  but  doers,”  he  says  at  the  end  of  his
sermon (7:24). “Let anyone with ears listen,” he teaches in his
parables (13:9). “Many have longed to see and hear what you
have and did not,” he reminds his disciples (13:16-17).” (Excerpts
from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-
sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-112-11-2 by James Boyce)

Gospel Reading 
“John, meanwhile, had been locked up in prison. When he got
wind of what Jesus was doing, he sent his own disciples to ask,
“Are you the One we’ve been expecting, or are we still waiting?”
Jesus told them, “Go back and tell John what’s going on:

The blind see,
The lame walk,

Lepers are cleansed,
The deaf hear,

The dead are raised,
The wretched of the earth learn that God is on their side.

“Is this what you were expecting? Then count yourselves most
blessed!”  When  John’s  disciples  left  to  report,  Jesus  started
talking to the crowd about John. “What did you expect when you
went out to see him in the wild? A weekend camper? Hardly.
What then? A sheik in silk pajamas? Not in the wilderness, not
by a long shot. What then? A prophet? That’s right, a prophet!
Probably the best prophet you’ll  ever hear. He is the prophet
that  Malachi  announced  when  he  wrote,  ‘I’m  sending  my
prophet ahead of you, to make the road smooth for you.’ “Let
me tell you what’s going on here: No one in history surpasses
John the Baptizer; but in the kingdom he prepared you for, the



lowliest  person is ahead of  him.  For  a long time now people
have tried to force themselves into God’s kingdom. But if you
read the books of the Prophets and God’s Law closely, you will
see them culminate in John, teaming up with him in preparing
the way for the Messiah of the kingdom. Looked at in this way,
John  is  the  ‘Elijah’  you’ve  all  been  expecting  to  arrive  and
introduce the Messiah.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Matthew’s Gospel persistently links judgment and redemption
inextricably together, as two faces of a single reality. The signs
that define Jesus’ ministry in 11:5 echo passages in Isaiah that
mingle  announcements  of  vengeance  and  judgment  with  the
promise  of  liberation  (for  example,  Isaiah  29:18-19,  35:5-6,
42:18, 61:1-3). In these passages, as in the ministry of Jesus,
the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  poor,  et  cetera,  refer  not  just  to  the
individuals Jesus heals, but metaphorically to the condition of
God’s  people  as  a  whole,  including  John  and  Jesus’  own
disciples.  Because  God’s  coming  brings  both  judgment  and
redemption,  we should not  be surprised that  John and Jesus
encounter  both  welcome from some  and  powerful  opposition
from others. This is simply the nature of the “good news.” Does
the  gospel  we  proclaim  and  embody  today,  especially  as
congregations, generate such diverse and powerful responses?
Do  the  signs  of  God’s  presence  and  power  among  us
correspond  with  those  of  John  or  Jesus?  What  vision  and
values do those around us see at work in our midst?
  John  drew crowds  into  the  wilderness  because  they  were
seeking alternatives to the realities their political and religious
leaders imposed upon them. Jesus reminds his audience that
John was not like the political rulers, neither a wimp buffeted by
the wind nor someone trying to look important in their finery—
there were plenty of these in Jerusalem. They went to see God’s
true  prophet.  The  wilderness  in  which  John  ministers  is  an
alternative to the imagery and pomp of cities like Jerusalem. It is

also the place where God’s people were first formed. John calls
them to repentance, to turn from the idols of this world and to be
cleansed, so that they might join him in making straight paths for
the coming one. That way is discovered among the blind, the
lame,  the  unclean,  the  deaf,  and  the  dead.” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-matthew-112-11-6 by Stanley Saunders)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah 35:1-10    God is a god of repetitive salvation

 James 5:7-10    The condemnation of the rich for their avarice
and exploitation is already a done deal

 Luke 7:19    “calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to
the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we
look for another?”

Discussion Questions
1. Isaiah paints God’s redemption as a dangerous desert made
lush and safe. What image would you use? (Isa 35:6-9)
2.  Would you live differently today if you thought the Lord was
coming tomorrow? Why or why not? (James 5:7-9)
3.  If someone asked you, “Is Jesus the one?” what evidence
would you point to that he is God’s chosen? (Matt 11:3)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-advent-3-4 by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
The Joy Candle:  Also known as the  Shepherd’s Candle, this
third candle  of  Advent signifies the joy of  our  coming Savior.
And Mary said,”My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my
spirit rejoices in God my savior.” ~ Luke 1:46-47

 A Prayer 
“Stir  up  the  wills  of  all  who  look  to  you,  Lord  God,  and
strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace,
we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord,  who lives and reigns with  you and the Holy Spirit,  one
God, now and forever.” Amen.  ~ ELCA Year A 2022-2023 Third
Sunday of Advent Prayer 


