
Lesson for Thursday, December 29 and Sunday, January 1, 
2023
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 2: 13-23

“Escape to & from Egypt, Massacre of the Infants”

Context
“The Gospel reading this day after Christmas strikes a new tone
for the season by dramatically leading us away from anticipation
of Advent and revelry of the holidays to the tenuous and dark
days between promises and their fruition.  Threats abound, but
God  carefully  orchestrates  Jesus’  earliest  days  according  to
Matthew. Though  as  an  infant  Jesus  cannot  act  in  his  own
defense,  God’s  steady  protection  and  Joseph’s  faithful
obedience combine to ensure his safety in a world of danger.
Even as potential disaster threatens Jesus, ancient prophecies
come to life and guarantee Jesus’ ineluctable mission. From the
very  first,  the  road  Jesus  walks  is  marked  by  both  God’s
promises  and  human  resistance.  Jesus  is  both  the  living
presence of God’s promises and a consistent irritant to those in
power.” (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lecti  onary/first-sunday-of-christmas/commentary-on-matthew-213-23-3  by  Eric
Barreto)

Insight
“What  this  portion  of  Matthew’s  narrative  presents  is  an
unexpected  turn  in  the career  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  a  turn
toward  lowliness  and  humility  rather  than  grandeur  and
greatness. After leading the reader to believe that Jesus would
be one before whom kings of the earth would either kneel or
tremble (Matt 2:3, 11), Matthew now reveals that Jesus is to be
identified with helpless, and vulnerable people of this world. In
time, this will include his followers, who like him will be pursued
from town to town (Matt. 10:23).
  Another  prominent  theme  in  this  lesson  is  that  of  God’s
providential care, linked to the metaphor of parental love (Matt

2:15; cf. Isa 63:8-9, the first lesson for the day). Coming as this
Sunday does at the end of a calendar year, the day could be
devoted to remembrance of what God has accomplished in the
congregation and church at large throughout the past year, with
attention  to  the  meticulous  way  in  which  God  guides  and
provides  for  us-even  when  events  do  not  appear  to  be
transpiring as we would wish. The travels of Jesus in this text
are being viewed (by Matthew) in retrospect: now we can see
that all was for the best, but that might have been difficult for
Joseph  or  Mary  to  have  grasped  at  the  time.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
christmas/commentary-on-matthew-213-23-4 by Mark Allen Powell)

Gospel Reading 
“After the scholars were gone, God’s angel showed up again in
Joseph’s dream and commanded, “Get up. Take the child and
his mother and flee to Egypt. Stay until further notice. Herod is
on the hunt for this child, and wants to kill him.” Joseph obeyed.
He  got  up,  took  the  child  and  his  mother  under  cover  of
darkness.  They  were  out  of  town  and  well  on  their  way  by
daylight. They lived in Egypt until Herod’s death. This Egyptian
exile fulfilled what Hosea had preached: “I called my son out of
Egypt.” Herod, when he realized that the scholars had tricked
him, flew into a rage. He commanded the murder of every little
boy two years old and under who lived in Bethlehem and its
surrounding hills. (He determined that age from information he’d
gotten  from the  scholars.)  That’s  when  Jeremiah’s  revelation
was fulfilled:

A sound was heard in Ramah,
    weeping and much lament.

Rachel weeping for her children,
    Rachel refusing all solace,

Her children gone,
    dead and buried.



Later, when Herod died, God’s angel appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt: “Up, take the child and his mother and return
to Israel.  All  those out to murder the child are dead.” Joseph
obeyed. He got up, took the child and his mother, and reentered
Israel. When he heard, though, that Archelaus had succeeded
his father, Herod, as king in Judea, he was afraid to go there.
But then Joseph was directed in a dream to go to the hills of
Galilee.  On arrival,  he settled in the village of Nazareth.  This
move  was  a  fulfillment  of  the  prophetic  words,  “He  shall  be
called a Nazarene.””  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“The three quotations from the Old Testament prophets provide
this passage with an interpretive framework. Each is presented
as a fulfillment of prophecy, emphasizing that all the unfolding
events have long been a part of God’s overarching plan.
  First, Matthew views Jesus’ escape to and return from Egypt
as a fulfillment of Hosea 11:1, “Out of Egypt I called my son”
(2:15). In one person, Jesus thus took on the roles of both a
second Moses and a faithful leader of Israel at the same time.
  Second, in verse 18 Matthew cites Jeremiah 31:15 to express
the horror of Herod’s slaughter of the innocents. Yet the use of
this text signals a glimpse of hope.  
  The third citation, “He will be called a Nazorean” (2:23), claims
that Joseph’s decision to settle his family in Nazareth was also
prophetically  anticipated.  Elsewhere  in  the  Old  Testament,
Jeremiah  speaks  of  God  raising  up  “a  righteous  Branch  for
David”  (Jeremiah  23:5;  33:15),  and  Zechariah  calls  God’s
servant “the Branch” (Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). 
  Common to  all  three  prophetic  fulfillments is  the  theme of
salvation. God promised to save Israel through the prophets and
this salvation was set in motion with the coming of the Messiah,
who was God’s second and final Moses.
  In  order  to  be  saved,  God’s  people  must  follow  Joseph’s
example in being absolutely obedient. The repetitiveness in the

instructions  given  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord  to  Joseph  and
Matthew’s description of Joseph’s response is intentional. There
were no ifs, ands, or buts. As a result, Joseph and his family
steered  clear  of  the  threats  of  both  Herod  and  his  son
Archelaus.  His  faith  and  obedience  were  commendable  and
instructive.  When  we  receive  the  Lord’s  salvation,  are  we
humble enough to obey our Savior in total trust?” (Excerpts from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
christmas/commentary-on-matthew-213-23-7 by Diane G. Chen)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah 63:7-9   All the things GOD has done that need praising

 Hebrews 2:10-18    Jesus is both with us and for us 

 Psalm 148    “Hallelujah! Praise GOD From heaven...”

Discussion Questions
1. What gracious deeds has God performed for you? How do
they continue to affect your daily life? (Isa 63:7)
2.  How does Jesus’ claiming you as brother or sister affect your
relationship with him? With God? (Heb 2:11)
3.   Do you think God is present as people harm each other?
What does God expect of you in such times? (Matt 2:16)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion
questions-for-christmas-1-4 by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
"By the light of nature we see God as a God above us, by the
light of the law we see Him as a God against us, but by the light
of  the  gospel  we  see  Him  as  Emmanuel,  God  with  us."  ~
Matthew Henry

 A Prayer 
“O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our
own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us
and  all  the  needy  from  harm  and  adversity,  through  Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, Now and forever.” Amen. ~ ELCA Year
A 2022-2023 First Sunday of Christmas Prayer 


