
Lesson for Thursday, December 1 and Sunday, December 4,
2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 3:1-12

“Proclamation of John the Baptist”

Context
“In  traditional  theological  perspective,  the  main  purposes  of
Advent are to prepare for  remembering (and re-experiencing)
the birth of Jesus at Christmas (the first Advent), and to prepare
for  the  second  coming  of  Jesus  (the  second  Advent,  or  the
Apocalypse)  and  the  final  and  complete  manifestation  of  the
Realm of God (the “Realm of Heaven”).
  While Christians today have differing viewpoints on when, how,
or whether the second Advent will occur, virtually all Christians
believe that God is dissatisfied with the world in its present state
and seeks to increase love, peace, justice, dignity, freedom, and
abundance.
  In Advent, the church thinks afresh about how to join God in
the movement towards a world that is more like the realm of
heaven. I  can think of  no better Advent  guide than John the
Baptist, whose instructions for preparation are condensed into
one  word:  “Repent!””  (Excerpts
fromworkingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-
sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-31-12-4 by Ronald J. Allen)

Insight
“For Matthew, then, the difference between John and Jesus is
not  their  message,  but  the  role  they  play  in  relation  to  that
message. In his address to the Pharisees and Sadducees, John
announces  the coming judgment. Jesus, on the other hand,  is
the  eschatological  judgment.  John  baptizes  with  water  (like
cleansing in the form of washing the surface of something), but
Jesus baptizes with fire (like purification in the form of refining or
smelting metal to remove unwanted elements).

  For  Matthew,  salvation and  judgment  are  two poles  of  the
same magnet. Many of us like to preach about justice but avoid
any talk of divine judgment. If God decides between what is just
and unjust, then God is judge. If God decides that we need to
be saved from our sin and liberated from oppression, then God
has judged our sinfulness and our situation as not according to
God’s will. God’s mercy and love are meaningless if God cannot
choose  to  see  us  and  our  situations  in  different  ways.  For
Matthew, to meet and know Christ is to be judged and saved at
the same time.”  (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-
common-lectionary/second-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-31-12-5
by O. Wesley Allen, Jr.)

Gospel Reading 
“While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the
Baptizer,”  was preaching  in  the  desert  country  of  Judea.  His
message was simple and austere, like his desert surroundings:
“Change  your  life.  God’s  kingdom  is  here.” John  and  his
message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy:

Thunder in the desert!
Prepare for God’s arrival!

Make the road smooth and straight!
John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather
strap. He lived on a diet of locusts and wild field honey. People
poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside
to hear and see him in action. There at the Jordan River those
who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed
life. When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees
were showing up for  a baptismal  experience because it  was
becoming  the  popular  thing  to  do,  he  exploded:  “Brood  of
snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down here to
the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going
to make any difference? It’s your life that must change, not your
skin! And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as
father. Being a descendant of Abraham is neither here nor there.



Descendants of Abraham are a dime a dozen. What counts is
your life. Is it green and flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it
goes on the fire. “I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your
old life in for a kingdom life. The real action comes next: The
main  character  in  this  drama—compared  to  him I’m  a  mere
stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within
you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out.
He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives.
He’ll  place  everything  true  in  its  proper  place  before  God;
everything false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.””  The
Message

What It Could Mean?
“The  narrative  arc  of  the  Bible  runs  from  God’s  creation  of
heaven  and  earth,  followed  by  human  rebellion  and  the
sundering of earth from heaven, through God’s various attempts
to  restore  Israel  in  order  to  fulfill  their  mission,  to  the
inauguration of  God’s  work  to  restore  and  renew the  broken
creation in the ministry of Jesus. Knowing who we are and what
kinds of practices define us has everything to do with knowing
where we are in the larger story set forth in the Bible.
  John’s way of preparing a straight path focuses on repentance,
that is, turning from the ways of this world to practices that fit the
time  of  God’s  coming.  Jesus  identifies  these  practices  in
passages such as the Sermon on the Mount, his reply to John’s
question about whether he is really the one to come (11:2-19),
the sign-acts  that  define  his  own ministry  (chapters  8-9),  the
parable  of  the  Sheep  and  the  Goats  (25:31-46),  and  more
generally  in  his  practices  of  inclusion  and  welcoming,  which
nurture forgiveness, reconciliation, restoration, and wholeness.
  Repentance is harder  for those more deeply invested in or
comfortable  with  the  current  order  of  things,  as  were  the
Sadducees  and  Pharisees  who  come  to  observe  John’s
baptism, and as many of us are today. It may be easier—and
necessary—for comfortable people to change when confronted

with  a  great  social  or  personal  crisis,  which  requires  us  to
challenge our prevailing narratives, as when today we must face
the realities of racism or climate change. Survival lies in critically
examining, repenting of, and replacing the narratives that have
brought us to crisis. Wisdom entails repenting prior to crisis.
  For  Christians  repentance  is  not  a  religious  moment  or
experience in which we “come to God,” but then continue to live
within the social narratives and structures that constitute life as
usual. Repentance is a perpetual state of readiness to challenge
our commonplaces, the myths we live by, which produce not the
fruit of repentance, but the practices of alienation and violence
we  too  easily  take  for  granted.” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-
of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-31-12-6 by Stanley Saunders)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah  11:1-10   “...He  will  not  judge  by  appearance

nor make a decision based on hearsay”

 Malachi  3:1    “Behold,  I  send  my  messenger,  and  he  will
prepare the way before me.” 

 Romans 15:4-13    “And  the  Scriptures  give  us  hope  and
encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be
fulfilled.”

Thought for the Day 
“Four  marks  of  true  repentance  are:   acknowledgement  of
wrong, willingness to confess it, willingness to abandon it, and
willingness to make restitution.” ~ Corrie ten Boom

 A Prayer 
“Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and  reigns  with  you  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now and
forever.” Amen.  ~  ELCA Year  A  2022-2023  Second  Sunday  of
Advent Prayer 


