
Lesson for Sunday, November 27, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Matthew 24: 36-44

“No one knows but God alone”

Context
“Beginning  the  liturgical  season  of  Advent  with  the  second
coming reminds us that the work of the first advent (coming) of
Jesus  is  not  complete.  The  risen  Jesus  instructs  (and
empowers) the church to continue its witness until the second
coming (Matthew 28:16-20).
  Matthew has an end-time (apocalyptic) orientation, believing
that history is divided into two ages — a present, evil age that
God would soon replace with a new age (often called the realm
of God or the realm of heaven). The old age is marked by the
presence  of  Satan  and  the  demons,  and  by  idolatry,  sin,
injustice,  exploitation,  sickness,  enmity  between  nature  and
humankind,  violence,  and  death.  The  new  age  will  be
characterized by the complete rule of God and the angels, and
by  authentic  worship,  forgiveness,  mutual  support,  health,
blessing between nature and humankind, and eternal life.
  For Matthew, God is acting through Jesus Christ to effect the
change. The birth, life, and resurrection are the first phase of the
transformation, with the complete manifestation arriving with the
second  coming.  Meanwhile,  Matthew’s  community  lives  in  a
conflict  zone  between  the  ages.  God  calls  the  Matthean
community to follow the instruction and model of the Matthean
Jesus.”  (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-5  by  Ronald
J. Allen)

Insight
“A problem with apocalyptic passages is that they frighten some
Christians, or they are dismissed by others as dispensable for
the Christian faith (one of those things that a person need not

believe).  But  the  message of  Christ’s  return  is  not  meant  to
frighten us. It is to give us hope.
  The Christ who is to come is the Christ who once lived among
us on earth, and who is known in the gospel story as the friend
and healer of those in need. Moreover, living in hope, expecting
Christ’s return, is integral to the Christian faith, for by it we insist
that there is more to the human story and God’s own story than
that which has been experienced already.
   The hope we have is not personal only, and it certainly is not
simply  private.  It  is  a  communal  hope.  The  church  is  a
community  of  hope  and  responsibility  in  the  world.  Far  from
deflating the Christian faith of worldly care, turning attention only
to  that  which  is  beyond  history,  Christian  hope  in  the  future
coming and reign of Christ can generate a commitment to the
future  and  the  public  good  of  humanity  in  this  world.  The
promises  of  God urge  Christians  to  lean  forward  toward  the
future  in  its  entirety.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-
advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-4 by Arland J. Hultgren)

Gospel Reading 
““But  the exact  day and hour? No one knows that,  not  even
heaven’s  angels,  not  even  the  Son.  Only  the  Father  knows.
“The  Arrival  of  the  Son  of  Man  will  take  place  in  times  like
Noah’s.  Before  the  great  flood  everyone  was carrying  on  as
usual, having a good time right up to the day Noah boarded the
ark. They knew nothing—until the flood hit and swept everything
away. “The Son of Man’s Arrival will be like that: Two men will be
working  in  the  field—one  will  be  taken,  one  left  behind;  two
women will be grinding at the mill—one will be taken, one left
behind. So stay awake, alert. You have no idea what day your
Master will show up. But you do know this: You know that if the
homeowner  had known what  time of  night  the burglar  would
arrive, he would have been there with his dogs to prevent the



break-in. Be vigilant just like that. You have no idea when the
Son of Man is going to show up.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“The  inclusion  of  this  passage  at  the  head  of  the  Gospel
lectionary reminds us that Jesus’ call to watch for the coming of
the Messiah is not merely an Advent practice, but the normative
state  of  readiness  required  of  disciples. Jesus  reminds  the
disciples that  in the days of  Noah,  people went  about life as
usual,  right  up  to  the  moment  when  the  floods  came.  The
emphasis here is on the sudden, unexpected devastation that
was to sweep them away, for which there was no warning, no
call to repentance, nothing that would alert them to what was
coming. “They knew nothing until the flood came” (24:30).
  Rapture theology, which has little or no scriptural support, may
offer comfort for those who seek certainty or presume to have
secured the inside track to heaven, but the focus of this unit is
on  remaining  vigilant  amidst  the  uncertainty  of  a  long  wait
amidst discouraging circumstances.
  The final admonition and illustration in 24:42-44 underline the
importance of staying awake and being ready. This is not advice
for crisis moments, but a call to perpetual, normative readiness,
regardless  of  circumstance.  Watchfulness  or  wakefulness  is
here  not  a  defensive  or  preventive  posture,  but  heightened
attentiveness, attuned both to the signs of God’s presence and
power, as well  as the signs that  the powers of this world are
doubling down.
  What might this mean? In Matthew 28:1-7, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary, two of the women who follow Jesus from a
distance during  his  trial  and execution,  come to  the  tomb at
dawn on the Sabbath after his death. Mark tells us they come to
anoint  his  body  for  burial,  but  Matthew  says  nothing  of  this
motive.  The  angel  who  rolls  away  the  stone  from  the  tomb
knows  they  have  come  to  look  for  Jesus  (28:5),  who  had
announced that he would rise after three days. They have come

to watch it happen. They are rewarded with a front row view of
the empty tomb and, moments later, a meeting with the risen
Lord himself (28:8-10). They have put themselves where they
can see what God is doing. 
  The vocation of modern disciples is still to watch for the signs
of God’s presence in power, especially as revealed through the
cross and the resurrection, in healing the sick, standing with the
broken and suffering, bringing sight to the blind and hearing to
the  deaf.  In  the  final  parable  of  this  sermon,  Jesus  tells  his
disciples that the Son of Man/Judge is present among precisely
these (25:31-46). This is where we, too, go to see what God is
doing.” (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-matthew-2436-44-6 by  Stanley
Saunders)

Readings for Further Study
 Mark 13:32    No one knows the timing of Christ’s return

 1 Thessalonians 5:2    “For you yourselves are fully aware
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14    “Since  Jesus  died  and  broke
loose from the grave, God will most certainly bring back to life
those who died in Jesus.”

 Luke 13:6  -  9    The Parable of  the Fig Tree (We all  live on
borrowed time)

Thought for the Day 
“The Lord is coming, always coming.  When you have ears to
hear and eyes to see, you will recognize Him at any moment of
your life.  Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the
Lord” ~ Henri Nouwen

 A Prayer 
“Stir  up your  power,  Lord Christ,  and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and
forever.” Amen.  ~ ELCA Year A 2022-2023 First Sunday of Advent
Prayer 


