
Lesson for Thursday, November 17 & Sunday, November 
20, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 23: 33-43

“Christ the King”

Context
“Luke  23:33-43  challenges  us  to  expand our  notions  of  who
deserves  mercy.  The  passage  is  structured  around  three
instances of mockery leveled against Jesus (verses 35, 36, 39).
Stating only  that  Jesus was crucified alongside two criminals
(verse 33), Luke’s narration does not dwell on the mechanics of
crucifixion.  Luke’s  audience  would  have  been  aware  of  its
horrific details. Nevertheless, the mockeries communicate how
dismal things have become for Jesus. These taunts get closer
and  closer  to  him,  giving the reader  a  sense that  the forces
against  Jesus are closing in on him. The Jewish leaders are
close enough for  Jesus to  hear  them;  the soldiers,  who had
already taken his garments (verse 34b), come up to Jesus as
they  mock  him;  and  the  final  act  of  derision  comes  from
someone right next to Jesus.
  Each of these taunts challenges Jesus to save himself as a
demonstration  of  his  identity.  In  their  calls  for  Jesus  to
demonstrate his power to save, the leaders, the soldiers, and
the criminal address him with titles that from their perspective
add  to  the  ridicule  but  represent  valid  affirmations  of  Jesus’
identity for Luke and his readers (“Messiah of God,” Luke 23:35,
39; “chosen one,” verse 35 “King of the Jews,” verses 37, 38).
They ironically pronounce Christian truths about Jesus without
realizing  it,  unable  to  see  that  Jesus’  identity  as  “Messiah,”
“chosen one,” and “King” is inextricably linked to his crucifixion.
The salvation Jesus offers takes place through the cross, not
apart  from  it.”  (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-

common-lectionary/christ-the-king-3/commentary-on-luke-2333-43-2  by  Gilberto
Ruiz)

Insight
“Luke’s crucifixion scene shows the wide scope of Jesus’ offer of
salvation. Whatever evil or crime one has done is no barrier for
acceptance into Jesus’ kingdom. Jesus offers direct access to
salvation to persons worthy of the most extreme punishment for
their  sins.  Even  those  carrying  out  the  crucifixion  and  the
mockeries can be forgiven by Jesus (Luke 23:34a). And though
he responds to the second criminal’s request, Jesus ignores the
calls to save himself,  because it  is through the cross that  he
comes into his kingdom, where those deemed unrighteous may
share in the salvation of the righteous. His reign is not a death-
dealing  system  intent  on  punishment,  but  a  “paradise”  that
“today” extends even to those whom we do not think deserve it.”
(Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/christ-the-king-
3/commentary-on-luke-2333-43-2 by Gilberto Ruiz)

Gospel Reading 
“When they got to the place called Skull Hill, they crucified him,
along with the criminals, one on his right, the other on his left.
Jesus  prayed,  “Father,  forgive  them;  they  don’t  know  what
they’re doing.” Dividing up his clothes, they threw dice for them.
The people stood there staring at Jesus,  and the ringleaders
made faces,  taunting,  “He  saved  others.  Let’s  see  him save
himself!  The  Messiah  of  God—ha!  The  Chosen—ha!” The
soldiers also came up and poked fun at him, making a game of
it. They toasted him with sour wine: “So you’re King of the Jews!
Save yourself!” Printed over him was a sign: THIS IS THE KING OF

THE JEWS. One of the criminals hanging alongside cursed him:
“Some Messiah you are! Save yourself! Save us!” But the other
one  made  him  shut  up:  “Have  you  no  fear  of  God?  You’re
getting the same as him. We deserve this, but not him—he did
nothing to deserve this.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me



when you  enter  your  kingdom.” He said,  “Don’t  worry,  I  will.
Today you will join me in paradise.””  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Just as God forgave those who crucified Jesus, God will forgive
us. God knows we are all products of interrelated webs of power
and  influence.  God  knows  that  we  are  each  socialized  into
structures and social  mores that  form our  beliefs about  race,
whiteness/white supremacy, class, gender and gender identity,
ethnicity, class, nationality, and religious beliefs. God knows that
our  actions are  influenced by our  beliefs  and our  beliefs  are
often  flawed.  However,  being  products  of  our  environments
does not exonerate us of responsibility for our actions and from
experiencing  the  consequences  thereof.  Being  forgiven  does
mean that  God forgives us and will  give us the strength  and
determination to repent and live up to our obligations to live life
anew.
  In  the  same  way  that  Jesus  was  mocked  by  the  Roman
soldiers, he was also mocked by one of the criminals. It  was
ironic that a criminal mocked an innocent man for being under a
sentence of condemnation. While one criminal mocked Jesus,
the  other  criminal  confessed  his  sins  and  asked  Jesus  to
remember him when he came into his kingdom.
  We know that Jesus promised to give the second criminal, the
one who confessed his sins instead of mocking Jesus, a place
in paradise. What we do not know is what the second criminal
believed Jesus’ kingdom of God actually was. What did it look
like? What did it feel like? Was it earthly or heavenly? Would
Jesus have to die to attain it or did the second criminal expect
Jesus to defy death even as he suffered on a cross? We cannot
know what the second criminal had in mind when he mentioned
the kingdom. We do have some idea of Jesus’ conception of the
kingdom.
 The kingdom of God for Jesus was a world where those on the
bottom  of  society  in  His  day  would  find  liberation  from  the

systems and structures that bind them. Those who were captive,
like  the two  criminals with  whom he was crucified,  would  be
released. As followers of Christ, we should seek to embody the
kingdom  that  Christ  proclaimed.  This  includes  forgiving  and
advocating for those who are caught up in the web of an unjust
justice system.” (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-
common-lectionary/christ-the-king-3/commentary-on-luke-2333-43-5 by Debra J.
Mumford)

Readings for Further Study
 Mark 8:31-33 & Luke 9:22; Mark 9:30-32 & Luke 9:43-  

45; and Mark 10:32-34 & Luke 18:31-34  Three passion
predictions

 Matthew 27:44 & Mark 15:32   Matthew & Mark versions of
the two thieves on the cross

 Luke 2: 33-35    Simeon prophesied about Jesus

 Isaiah   61:  1-7    Jesus sent to proclaim the good news of the
kingdom of God:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…”

Thought for the Day 
“Most  Christians are  being crucified on a cross  between two
thieves:  Yesterday’s regret and tomorrow’s worries.” ~ Warren
W. Wiersbe

 A Prayer 
“O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you
is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks
to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make
this world into a fit  habitation for your divine majesty, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” Amen. ~ ELCA
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