
Lesson for Thursday, November 10 & Sunday, November 
13, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 21: 5-19

“Watch Out for Doomsday Deceivers”

Context
“Jesus and his disciples are still in Jerusalem. They are still in
the Temple,  which is  where  he  has been teaching  since  the
beginning  of  chapter  20.  All  of  the  previous  arguments  and
rhetorical  traps  have  been  set  in  the  Temple;  these  detailed
discussions of the most Jewish of issues have been conducted
in that most Jewish of places, the Temple, the place where God
touched the earth and held it still and safe. 
  The  Temple  was  stunning.  The  Temple  was  huge.  Paula
Fredriksen notes that the outer court could hold 400,000 people,
and further notes that, at festival times, it frequently held crowds
nearly that large.  
  And the Temple was beautiful  because Herod,  that  Roman
stooge  who  styled  himself  as  King  of  the  Jews,  had  spent
massive  amounts  of  money  making  it  beautiful.  Herod,  that
vicious  and  brutal  despot  known  as  much  for  his  private
slaughter  of  his  family  members  as  for  his  acts  of  public
largesse, had built up the Temple so that it would rival pagan
temples built up by rival rulers. Faithful Jews knew the Temple
testified  to  God’s  unique  majesty.  They  also  knew  that  the
beautification project was meant  to bring glory to Herod,  that
grandson of converts whom the rabbis refused to acknowledge
as  Jewish.”  (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-
common-lectionary/ordinary-33-3/commentary-on-luke-215-19  by  Richard
Swanson)

Insight
“A close reading of Luke 21:5-19 shows that using this passage
as  a  springboard  for  proclaiming  God’s  judgment  on  society

would  miss  the  point.  Rather,  the  passage  warns  us  about
becoming too fixated on temporary human institutions, perhaps
with  the implication that  we should attend to the poor  in  our
communities instead (21:5-6; see also 21:1-4), and it exhorts us
to be firm in our trust in God when calamity and persecution
strike  (21:7-19).  Despite  its  language  and  imagery  of
destruction, Luke 21:5-19 is ultimately a passage grounded in
hope — in the hope that God remains present in the world and
in one’s life even when things have gotten so bad that it feels
like  the  world  is  closing  in  on  us.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-33-3/
commentary-on-luke-215-19-2 by Gilberto Ruiz)

Gospel Reading 
“One  day  people  were  standing  around  talking  about  the
Temple,  remarking  how  beautiful  it  was,  the  splendor  of  its
stonework  and  memorial  gifts.  Jesus  said,  “All  this  you’re
admiring so much—the time is coming when every stone in that
building  will  end  up  in  a  heap  of  rubble.” They  asked  him,
“Teacher, when is this going to happen? What clue will we get
that  it’s  about  to  take  place?” He  said,  “Watch  out  for  the
doomsday deceivers. Many leaders are going to show up with
forged identities claiming, ‘I’m the One,’ or, ‘The end is near.’
Don’t fall for any of that. When you hear of wars and uprisings,
keep your head and don’t panic. This is routine history and no
sign of the end.” He went on, “Nation will fight nation and ruler
fight ruler, over and over. Huge earthquakes will occur in various
places. There will be famines. You’ll think at times that the very
sky is falling. “But before any of this happens, they’ll arrest you,
hunt you down, and drag you to court and jail. It will go from bad
to  worse,  dog-eat-dog,  everyone  at  your  throat  because  you
carry my name. You’ll end up on the witness stand,  called to
testify. Make up your mind right now not to worry about it. I’ll
give  you  the  words  and  wisdom  that  will  reduce  all  your
accusers to stammers and stutters. “You’ll even be turned in by



parents,  brothers,  relatives,  and friends.  Some of  you will  be
killed. There’s no telling who will hate you because of me. Even
so, every detail of your body and soul—even the hairs of your
head!—is in my care; nothing of you will be lost. Staying with it
—that’s what is required. Stay with it to the end. You won’t be
sorry; you’ll be saved.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“The hope to which Jesus testifies in this passage, therefore, is
no trivial denial of the struggles, the pain and agony of human
life, or the catastrophic forces of nature. These are real, and the
prophets  of  old  have  interpreted  such  devastations  as  the
context  of God’s saving work.  Luke’s Jesus joins this chorus,
bringing it close to the concrete realities of early Christians. But
he says,  “This  will  be an opportunity  to testify”  and “By your
endurance you will gain your souls!”
  The “opportunity to testify” doesn’t require Jesus’ followers to
know everything about “why bad things happen to good people.”
Jesus is promising that he will give the “words and a wisdom
that  none  of  your  opponents  will  be  able  to  withstand  or
contradict.” Jesus’ earlier promise of the Holy Spirit’s wisdom in
times of  testimony (Luke 12:11-12) now becomes Jesus’ own
promise. When he commissions them as “my witnesses” (Acts
1:8), he assures them of the power and presence of his Holy
Spirit, and the stories in Acts will display the fulfillment of this
promise of God’s “mouth and wisdom” (see Acts 4:13-14; 16:6-
7). Thus even the harsh prophecies of Luke 21 are filled with the
confidence of Jesus’ enduring presence.
  And the “endurance” that “will gain your souls” is also not mere
heroic  persistence.  The  early  Christians  knew  all  about  the
“endurance” of Stoic grit, toughing it out, and their endurance
was often tested. Paul even picked up the theme in Romans
5:3-5, then transformed this endurance from reliance on human
strength  to  trusting  in  God’s  love:  “We  also  boast  in  our
sufferings,  knowing  that  suffering  produces  endurance,  and

endurance produces character,  and character produces hope,
and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into  our  hearts  through  the Holy  Spirit  that  has been
given to us.”
  Saving endurance is itself a gift of the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Christians who have been admired for their persistence
regularly discount their own strength with such words as, “It was
only by God’s grace that I held on.”
  David Livingstone, the legendary missionary to Africa, prayed,
“Lord, send me anywhere, only go with me. Lay any burden on
me, only sustain me.” And he testified, “What has sustained me
is the promise, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
world.” This is the promise Jesus conveys in the midst of his
prophetic  warnings  of  what  will  yet  come.” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-33-3/
commentary-on-luke-215-19 by David Tiede)

Readings for Further Study
 Malachi  4:1-2    “The  day  is  coming...The  sun  of

righteousness will dawn on those who honor my name...”

 Isaiah 65:17-25    “Look ahead with joy, Anticipate what I’m
creating…”

 Psalm 98    “A tribute to God when He comes…”

Thought for the Day 
“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and
not  to  harm  you,  plans  to  give  you  hope  and  a  future.” ~
Jeremiah 29:11

 A Prayer 
“O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with
you  as  our  ruler  and  guide,  we  may  live  through  what  is
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.” Amen.  ~ ELCA Year C 2021-2022 Twenty-
third Sunday after Pentecost Prayer – Lectionary 33


