
Lesson for Thursday, October 6 & Sunday, October 9, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 17: 11-19

“The Story of the Ten Lepers”

Context
“Luke  17:11-19  records  an  account  of  ten  men  who  had
infectious skin diseases, commonly translated as “leprosy.” In
the Israelite  community,  when a person discovered a rash or
skin disorder, he or she had to go to the priest for examination.
The  priest  then  determined  whether  this  was  a  contagious
disease  and  whether  the  person  was  to  be  declared
ceremonially unclean. Jewish law prohibited anyone with such a
disease from associating with the general community. They had
to be isolated and many times lived as outcasts until they died.
This was necessary in order to keep infectious diseases from
becoming an epidemic. But, for those afflicted, it could be a life
sentence.     
  The story draws attention to two important themes in Luke: 1.
Jesus’ care for the marginalized (here ten lepers and at least
one  of  them  doubly  marginalized,  a  Samaritan).  2.  The
appropriate response to Jesus, a response of faithful recognition
and gratitude. It is not unusual for the two to occur together in
Luke; the marginalized seem well placed to see him for who he
is as he has seen them for who they are.
  In the introduction, we are reminded that Jesus has set his
face to go to Jerusalem (9:51), where he will arrive in chapter
19.  He is in  the region between Samaria and Galilee;  Jesus
frequents  boundary  spaces  and  is  about  to  cross  a  social
boundary  again  by  his  association  with  lepers  and  with  a
Samaritan.” (Excerpts  from  gotquestions.org/ten-lepers.html  &
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28-3/
commentary-on-luke-1711-19-3 by Meda Stamper)

Insight
“Jesus’  life  is  framed  by  people  glorifying  God,  with  the
shepherds  at  his  birth  (2:20)  and  the  centurion  at  his  death
(23:47). And here as elsewhere it marks Jesus’ work of healing
and restoration (5:25-6; 7:16; 13:13; 18:43). To respond rightly
to Jesus is to praise and glorify God.
  The Samaritan’s thanksgiving and prostration at Jesus’ feet;
his  recognition  that  God is  at  work  when Jesus  notices  and
heals hurts and brokenness that are not noticed by others; his
understanding that to thank Jesus is to glorify God: this is the
manifestation of faith that makes well, as the NRSV puts it here.
And  this  seems  to  come  easiest  to  the  people  who  have
received most from Jesus, the ones who are otherwise ignored,
scorned,  untouched.  As  Jesus  observes  in  the  case  of  the
anointing woman (7:47), the one who has been given much also
loves greatly. Love that springs from gratitude is the essence of
faith.”  (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/ordinary-28-3/commentary-on-luke-1711-19-3 by Meda Stamper)

Gospel Reading 
“It  happened that  as he made his way toward Jerusalem, he
crossed over the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he
entered a village, ten men, all lepers, met him. They kept their
distance  but  raised  their  voices,  calling  out,  “Jesus,  Master,
have mercy on us!” Taking a good look at them, he said, “Go,
show yourselves to the priests.” They went, and while still  on
their way, became clean. One of them, when he realized that he
was  healed,  turned  around  and  came  back,  shouting  his
gratitude, glorifying God. He kneeled at Jesus’ feet, so grateful.
He couldn’t thank him enough—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus
said, “Were not ten healed? Where are the nine? Can none be
found to come back and give glory to God except this outsider?”
Then  he  said  to  him,  “Get  up.  On  your  way.  Your  faith  has
healed and saved you.””  The Message



What It Could Mean?
“This passage follows the trajectory of geography, healing, and
faith,  pointing  to  the  theme  of  reversal  (or  inversion)  that  is
central in Luke and in much of the gospels (think of “the last
shall  be  first  and  the  first  last,”  Matthew  20:16).  These  are
situations  where  a  person  or  group’s  social  status  (physical,
economic,  political,  religious)  is  reversed  because  of  an
encounter with Jesus. Often it has to do with someone who is
incredibly marginalized, isolated, and even condemned because
of their condition (the blind beggar in Luke 18:38; the penitent
criminal in 23:42).
  Geography matters. Verses 17:11-12 in Luke state that Jesus,
on the way to Jerusalem, “passed through the midst of Samaria
and Galilee,”  and “entered into a certain village.” This means
that this entire healing encounter  between Jesus and the ten
men  with  a  skin  disease  takes  place  in  a  geographic
borderland that is neither Samaria nor Galilee. 
  The healing encounter between Jesus and the ten men with a
skin disease, a condition that relegated them to a life of physical
and mental suffering and isolation, and economic deprivation as
a result, converts the borderlands between Galilee and Samaria
from a forbidden wasteland to a sacred place, perhaps even a
thin  place  where the  veil  between the  material  and spiritual
worlds  is  lifted,  and  an awareness of  their  interconnection is
more deeply known and felt.
    In addition to the role that geography plays in the healing acts
of Jesus, another critical aspect of this story has to do with the
agency of the ten men seeking healing. In this passage as in
nearly all healing stories in the gospels, those being healed are
not  mere  receivers  of  Jesus’  healing  powers.  They  are  co-
participants in their own healing.   
  Healing takes place not  by some miracle,  but  by an act  of
mutual agency—divinely grounded—leading to authentic human
connection.  Moreover,  in  their  courage  to  show  up  for

themselves  these  men  are  not  only  healed  from  their  skin
disease but  also from the social  isolation and marginalization
that they had suffered in the borderlands. Jesus affirms the role
of the one man (the Samaritan, whom we’ll return to later) as a
catalyst  in  his  own healing  by  saying  to  him “your  faith  has
made you well (verse 19).” 
  Given the theme of reversal in Luke, the fact that a Samaritan
participates in God’s healing justice, offering praise to God and
gratitude  to  Jesus  should  not  surprise  us.  As  this  story
challenged people in Luke’s time to expand their understanding
of who is worthy, who has access to God, and who can claim
healing in the name of God, it should also challenge us to think
outside  of  the  norms  of  dominant  religious  contexts  today.”
(Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-28-3/
commentary-on-luke-1711-19-5 by Francisco J. Garcia)

Readings for Further Study
 Leviticus 13:1 & 13:45-46    Instructions on treating lepers

per Old Testament

 Luke  5:12-14/Mark  1:40-42/Matthew  8:2-3;  11:5  
Instances that Jesus had healed several individuals who had

leprosy or some type of infectious skin disease 
 Matthew 9:28 & Mark 9:20-24    Jesus – “Do you believe

that I can do this?” 
Thought for the Day 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 ESV

 A Prayer 
“Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills
all creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole
and  well  in  body  and  spirit,  we  may  with  grateful  hearts
accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.” Amen. ~ ELCA Year C 2021-2022 Eighteenth
Sunday after Pentecost – Lectionary 28 Prayer


