
Lesson for Thursday, September 29 & Sunday, October 2, 
2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 16: 19-31

“The Rich Man and Lazarus”

Context
“This text follows the parables in Chapter 15 of the lost sheep,
coin,  and  son,  which  are  addressed  to  the  Pharisees  and
scribes in response to their  grumbling about Jesus’ choice of
company: tax collectors and sinners. Chapter 16 shifts Jesus’
audience to the disciples, his followers and potential coworkers,
and he tells  them the parable of the dishonest steward. This,
too,  elicits  criticism from the Pharisees,  who are  identified  in
verse 14 as “lovers of money,” a label linking them to Jesus’
words in verse 14 about serving two masters. Jesus’ follow-up
response to the Pharisees includes the parable of Lazarus and
the  rich  man.” (Excerpts  from  workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-
common-lectionary/ordinary-26-3/commentary-on-luke-1619-31-8  by Kendra  A.
Mohn)

Insight
“In  this  case,  the  message  is  reasonably  clear:  God  cares
deeply for those in need and will bring a measure of justice to
them in time. This shouldn’t surprise us. Before Jesus was born
his mother sang a song that talked about God’s promise and
intention to feed the hungry and send the rich away empty.
  But I’m not sure the issue is only about poverty and riches. It is
also  what  we  see.  Note,  for  instance,  that  although  Lazarus
lives just outside the rich man’s door, the man has never noticed
him, never paid him any heed, never even acknowledged him,
let alone helped him. The dogs were more attentive to Lazarus
than this wealthy man.
  Here is the issue of the parable, then. How do we treat others,
and especially those in need? Are we even willing to see them,

to  acknowledge  them,  to  allow  their  claims  on  us  as  fellow
human beings and children of God to make a demand on our
lives? Much hangs on how we answer this question.
  Just  one  more  note:  a  parable  like  this  can  be  upsetting
because it seems to deal with our eternal destiny and for this
reason seems to call into question much of what we may have
learned  or  heard  about  whether  we  are  justified  by  faith  or
works.  But,  again,  keep in mind: Jesus didn’t tell  parables to
offer a complete definition or even picture of salvation. He told
parables  to  make  a  point,  to  offer  just  a  glimpse  into  the
kingdom  and  heart  of  God.  And  what  we  can  tell  from  this
parable is that God wants us to see, to care for,  and to love
those in need. And if we won’t, then God most certainly will.”
(Excerpts from davidlose.net/2013/11/luke-16-19-31/)

Gospel Reading 
““There once was a rich man, expensively dressed in the latest
fashions, wasting his days in conspicuous consumption. A poor
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, had been dumped on
his doorstep. All he lived for was to get a meal from scraps off
the rich man’s table. His best friends were the dogs who came
and licked his sores. “Then he died,  this poor man, and was
taken up by the angels to the lap of Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried. In hell and in torment, he looked up and
saw Abraham in the distance and Lazarus in his lap. He called
out, ‘Father Abraham, mercy! Have mercy! Send Lazarus to dip
his finger in water to cool my tongue. I’m in agony in this fire.’
“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that  in your lifetime you
got the good things and Lazarus the bad things. It’s not like that
here. Here he’s consoled and you’re tormented. Besides, in all
these matters there is a huge chasm set between us so that no
one can go from us to you even if he wanted to, nor can anyone
cross over from you to us.’ “The rich man said, ‘Then let me ask
you, Father: Send him to the house of my father where I have
five brothers, so he can tell them the score and warn them so



they  won’t  end  up  here  in  this  place  of  torment.’ “Abraham
answered, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets to tell them the
score. Let them listen to them.’ “‘I know, Father Abraham,’ he
said, ‘but they’re not listening. If someone came back to them
from  the  dead,  they  would  change  their  ways.’ “Abraham
replied, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the Prophets, they’re
not  going  to  be  convinced  by  someone  who  rises  from  the
dead.’”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Often there was a bench outside homes where the poor could
wait for assistance. A beggar who sat on this bench at the gate
could expect some sort of attention, especially from a feasting
host and guests. And, as verse 19 says, this particular rich man
feasted every day, meaning Lazarus was denied many times as
the rich man repeatedly ignored the unwritten codes of honor.
Further,  verse 21 makes clear that  Lazarus is  not  asking for
much. Scraps and leftovers from the sumptuous feasting would
have made all the difference. 
  The  interrupted  association  of  wealth  and  virtue  gets
particularly vivid in verse 23, as the parable states directly that
the  rich  man  has  gone  to  Hades  after  his  death.  This  is
contrasted with Lazarus,  who had gone to  be with  Abraham.
The dynamics of power now come into focus. During Lazarus’
lifetime, the rich man’s power was absolute and unquestioned;
he had authority. In exchange, he was supposed to play a role,
which he did not fulfill. Now, his power is gone.
  Even in this situation, however, the rich man tries to assert
some authority. In verse 24, asking for relief from his suffering,
he addresses Abraham as Father (implying a close relationship
with obligations). And then he asks that Abraham send Lazarus,
whom the rich man repeatedly neglected, to help.
  Abraham’s  response  reinforces  the  reversal  in  the  men’s
situations  as  deserved,  and  establishes  that,  regardless  of
desire to help, any such power is ultimately limited by the great

chasm fixed between them. Now the rich man and Lazarus are
separated by much more than awareness,  or the gate at  the
front door. The rich man makes another plea on behalf of his
brothers,  to  spare  them  his  torment.  Abraham’s  answer  is
important. Everything to be done has already been done. Their
response is up to them.
  The parable serves to refocus the hearer on what we do with
what we have, how our vocations serve our neighbors. Virtue is
not  determined  by  wealth,  type  of  employment,  gender,
immigration status, or body type. Virtue is borne out in deeds.”
(Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-25-3/
commentary-on-luke-161-13-5 by Kendra A. Mohn)

Readings for Further Study
 Proverbs 17:5; 22:9; 22-23; 29:7; 31:8-9   God loves the

poor and is offended when His children neglect them

 Matthew 25:35-40    Those who show mercy to the poor are

in effect ministering to Christ personally 
 Matthew 16:26 & Mark 8:36    “What good will it  be for a

man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?” 
Thought for the Day 

“All of our religion is but a false religion and all our virtues are
mere illusions and we ourselves are only hypocrites, in the sight
of God, if we have not that universal charity for everyone, for the
good and for the bad, for the poor people as well as for the rich,
for all those who do us harm as much as for those who do us
good.” ~ St. John Vianney (1786-1859)

 A Prayer 
“O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that
comes  only  from you,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Savior  and
Lord.” Amen.  ~ ELCA Year  C 2021-2022  Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost Prayer


