
Lesson for Thursday, September 22 & Sunday, September 
25, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 18: 15-17

“Let the Little Children Come to Me”

Context
“Sometimes children can teach us some of the most profound
lessons  we  need  to  learn  as  adults,  if  we’re  listening  and
observant. That is true in this encounter between Jesus and the
children.  Luke puts  it  after the story of  the Pharisee and the
publican to show us, in contrast to the pompous Pharisee, the
simple, humble trust that is necessary to enter the kingdom of
God.” (Excerpts  from  bible.org/seriespage/lesson-83-bringing-children-jesus-
luke-1815-17)

Insight
“There are two potentially puzzling elements to this story. First,
why did the disciples try to keep the children away from Jesus?
Also, what did Jesus mean when he said, “Let the little children
come to me . . . for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these”?
  It is important to remember that children in Jesus’ time were
not  necessarily  regarded as special  or  particularly  endearing,
except  to  their  own  parents.  Many  cultures  today  look  on
children as especially sweet, innocent, and even wise. Jewish
culture  in  that  day  probably  did  not  see  children  in  such
optimistic  terms.  The  disciples  most  likely  rebuked  those
bringing the children to Jesus because they felt bringing children
to  Jesus  was  socially  improper  or  because they  thought  the
children would bother Jesus. It is likely that their move to hinder
the parents from bringing their children to Jesus was motivated
not by unkindness but by a desire to respect Jesus’ position as
a teacher. But Jesus wanted the children to come to Him. He

said,  “Let  the  children  come,”  because  He  wanted  to  bless
them. 
  Jesus’ command to “let the little children come to me” reveals
several truths: 1) Children need to be blessed by the Lord. 2)
The  Lord  wants  to  bless  children.  3)  Parents  should  be
encouraged to bring their children to Jesus at an early age and
teach them His ways. 4) Jesus has regard for the weakest and
most vulnerable among us. 5) No matter  how compassionate
Jesus’ followers are, Jesus Himself is more compassionate still.
6) Those who come to Christ must do so in childlike  humility,
faith, and simplicity.  
  Like children who implicitly trust their parents, believers trust
God. Faith is not about knowing everything or doing everything
right.  It  is  about  knowing  that,  no  matter  what  happens,  our
Father will take care of us. That trust in Him, even when life is
terrifying  and  sad  and  makes  no  sense,  is  what  makes  a
believer like a child. “All those the Father gives me will come to
me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away” (John
6:37). God loves His children.”  (Excerpts from gotquestions.org/let-the-
little-children-come-to-me.html)

Gospel Reading 
“People brought babies to Jesus, hoping he might touch them.
When the disciples saw it, they shooed them off. Jesus called
them back. “Let these children alone. Don’t get between them
and me. These children are the kingdom’s pride and joy. Mark
this:  Unless you  accept  God’s  kingdom in  the simplicity  of  a
child, you’ll never get in.””  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Why did the disciples try to stop parents from bringing “even
infants” to Jesus?
  Did they think it  was beneath the dignity of  their  master to
associate  with  children? Did  it  reflect  the values  of  a  culture
where children, particularly young and dependent children, had
no economic worth? Was it simply that they for some reason



didn’t like children or thought that tarrying with these kids would
hinder their progress to Jerusalem?
  I think the answer is hidden in the hope of the people bringing
the  children  that  Jesus  would  “touch  them.”  Typically  Jesus’
touch  connotes  healing.  Which  may  mean  that  the  infants
weren’t  the  rosy-faced  cherubs  of  so  many  stained-glass
windows, but rather were sickly, and perhaps very sickly.  For
this reason, as Luke describes, people brought  even  infants –
Jesus  had  healed  all  manner  of  people,  and  so  heart-sick
parents dared to bring even their most sickly children that Jesus
might touch them.
  And that may be why the disciples sternly ordered them not –
because these children were ill, perhaps oozing disease, and so
they sought to protect their master from such a sight as well as
the risk of contagion.
  Yet Jesus will not stand for it. “Let the children come unto me,”
he  commands.  Even  the  sick  children.  Actually,  make  that
especially  the sick children. For it  is to people just like this –
diseased, vulnerable, and in need – that the kingdom of God
belongs.
  Should we be surprised? Jesus has spoken of bringing hope to
the hopeless, healing to the sick, and freedom to those who are
bound by all manner of things since his first sermon in Nazareth.
At  this  point  of  his  career,  as  he  approaches  the  city  of  his
destiny, he will not be hindered, even by well-meaning disciples.
  All  of this, of course, adds an important spin to Jesus’ final
words on the matter: “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” Whoever
does  not  receive the kingdom of  God like someone in need,
someone sick, someone with no other hope than the touch of
Jesus?   Yes,  exactly  like  that.”  (Excerpts  from
https://www.davidlose.net/2013/11/luke-18-15-17/)

Readings for Further Study
 Luke  10:21/Galatians  4:19/1  John  4:4   Scripture  often

compares believers to children

 Matthew 19:14 & Mark 10:14    “Let the little children come
to me, and do not  hinder  them, for the kingdom of  heaven

belongs to such as these”  
 Mark 10:15    “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive

the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”  
Thought for the Day 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
~ Matthew 18: 3-4

 A Prayer 
“Lord, please help us to turn back to be like little children in our
daily  life.  Let  us  humbly  depend  on  you,  purely  focused  on
following you.  Let  us be released  from being self-reliant  and
independent, and to walk with you daily. I thank you and I pray
in the victorious name of Jesus!”  Amen. 


