
Lesson for Thursday, September 15 & Sunday, September 
18, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 16: 1-13

“The Story of the Crooked Manager”

Context
“A dishonest manager is about to lose his job because he has
misspent his employer’s assets. Because he doesn’t want to do
manual labor or receive charity, he goes around to all the people
who owe his employer money and reduces their debts. He does
this so that they will be hospitable to him after he loses his job.
To  our  surprise,  the  employer  commends  the  dishonest
manager for his shrewdness. Why is he commended? And, why
does Luke include this story in his Gospel?
  We can note that this parable serves as a bridge between the
stories of the Prodigal  Son (15:11-32) and the Rich Man and
Lazarus (16:19-31). Like the prodigal in the preceding story, our
dishonest  manager  has  “squandered”  what  was  entrusted  to
him (15:13; 16:1). And, like the story that follows, this parable
begins with the phrase, “There was a rich man” (16:1, 19).
  Although  our  dishonest  manager  does  not  repent  (like  the
prodigal) or act virtuously (like Lazarus), he nonetheless does
something with the rich man’s wealth that reverses the existing
order of things. In Luke, reversals of status are at the heart of
what happens when Jesus and the kingdom of God appear. The
proud  are  “scattered”  (which  translates  the  same  word  for
“squandered”: dieskorpisen).  The  powerful  are  brought  down
and the lowly lifted; the hungry are filled and the rich are sent
away empty (1:51-53; see also 6:24; 16:25; 18:25).” (Excerpts from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-25-3/
commentary-on-luke-161-13-3 by Lois Malcolm)

Insight
“The parable is for the benefit of the disciples, but there is also a
not-so-subtle critique of the Pharisees, as was evident in  Luke
15.  Verse 14 is  Luke’s  commentary  on the motivation of  the
Pharisees,  and  in  verse  15  we see  our  Lord  condemn their
motives. And what was the Pharisees’ motivation? They were
were “lovers of money” who “justify themselves before men” and
who exalted that which was an “abomination before God.”  
  In  most  of  Jesus’  parables,  the  protagonist  is  either
representative of God, Christ, or some other positive character.
In this parable the characters are all wicked. This should alert us
to the fact that Jesus is not exhorting us to emulate the behavior
of the characters but is trying to expound on a larger principle. 
  Jesus is drawing a contrast between the “sons of the world”
(i.e., unbelievers) and the “sons of light” (believers). Unbelievers
are wiser in the things of this world than believers are about the
things of the world to come. 
  So, the principle that Jesus is trying to convey is one of a just
steward rather than an unjust one. Jesus wants His followers to
be just, righteous stewards. If we understand the principle that
everything we own is a gift from God, then we realize that God
is the owner of everything and that  we are His stewards.  As
such,  we  are  to  use  the  Master’s  resources  to  further  the
Master’s goals. In this specific case, we are to be generous with
our  wealth  and  use  it  for  the benefit  of  others.”  (Excerpts  from
gotquestions.org/parable-unjust-steward.html)

Gospel Reading 
“Jesus said to his disciples, “There was once a rich man who
had  a  manager.  He  got  reports  that  the  manager  had  been
taking advantage of his position by running up huge personal
expenses.  So he  called  him in  and  said,  ‘What’s  this  I  hear
about you? You’re fired. And I want a complete audit  of your
books.’  “The manager said to himself, ‘What am I going to do?
I’ve lost my job as manager. I’m not strong enough for a laboring



job, and I’m too proud to beg. . . . Ah, I’ve got a plan. Here’s what
I’ll  do . . . then when I’m turned out  into the street,  people will
take  me  into  their  houses.’  “Then  he  went  at  it.  One  after
another, he called in the people who were in debt to his master.
He said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ “He
replied, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ “The manager said, ‘Here,
take your bill, sit down here—quick now—write fifty.’ “To the next
he said, ‘And you, what do you owe?’ “He answered, ‘A hundred
sacks of wheat.’  “He said, ‘Take your bill, write in eighty.’ “Now
here’s  a  surprise:  The  master  praised  the  crooked  manager!
And  why?  Because  he  knew  how  to  look  after  himself.
Streetwise people are smarter in this regard than law-abiding
citizens. They are on constant alert, looking for angles, surviving
by their wits. I want you to be smart in the same way—but for
what is right—using every adversity to stimulate you to creative
survival, to concentrate your attention on the bare essentials, so
you’ll live, really live, and not complacently just get by on good
behavior.”Jesus went on to make these comments:

If you’re honest in small things,
    you’ll be honest in big things;
If you’re a crook in small things,
    you’ll be a crook in big things.
If you’re not honest in small jobs,

    who will put you in charge of the store?
No worker can serve two bosses:

    He’ll either hate the first and love the second
Or adore the first and despise the second.

            You can’t serve both God and the Bank.””  The Message
What It Could Mean?

“One  of  the  problematic  but  interesting  moments  in  the  text
comes  after  the  master  discovers  the  manager’s  action  and
compliments the manager for it. He calls the manager “shrewd”
(other options are wise or prudent). This word is picked up by
Jesus, who, contrary to expectation, compliments the children of

this age, rather than those who strive to follow him, as having
more capacity for shrewdness.
  This surprising perspective has implications for people of faith
living in complex times. At times, people of faith are encouraged
to disengage from the messiness of this world, staying above
the fray to maintain righteousness or purity. And yet, if people of
faith withdraw from the public sphere, then important voices for
justice, equity, and peace are often missing. 
  The final verses of this text give a series of admonitions from
Jesus.  A  thread  that  ties  them  together  is  faithfulness  or
devotion.  Devotion  to  God,  faithfulness  in  stewarding  God’s
gifts, is the priority for a follower of Jesus. But it is never easy in
a world full  of  negotiation where wealth demands our  loyalty.
Recognition of  this challenge drives us again to our need for
Christ  to  reconcile  us  to  God  and  to  one  another,  and  the
response of mercy and forgiveness at the heart of the Gospel.”
(Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-25-3/
commentary-on-luke-161-13-5 by Kendra A. Mohn)

Readings for Further Study
 Matthew 6: 19-24   Sermon on the Mount – The faithful and

just steward whose Master is God will employ that wealth in
building up the kingdom of God.

 1 Timothy 6:10    Wealth is not inherently evil, but the love of

money can lead to all sorts of sin. 
Thought for the Day 

“All Christians are but God’s stewards.  Everything we have is
on loan from the  Lord,  entrusted  to  us for  a  while to  use in
serving Him.” ~ John MacArthur

 A Prayer 
“God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love
for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to
your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.” Amen. ~ ELCA Year C 2021-
2022 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost Prayer


