
Lesson for Thursday, January 19 and Sunday, January 22, 
2023
                                
GOSPEL:   Matthew 4:12-23

“Jesus Begins Ministry in Galilee”

Context
“Jesus has just been anointed by God and declined the devil’s
offer  of  owning  all  the  kingdoms of  the  world. In  a  dramatic
change of fortunes, he withdraws to Galilee apparently fearing
for his life. The Greek word  anechowreysen connotes fleeing.
Matthew employs the term to describe Joseph, Mary and Jesus
fleeing to Egypt because of Herod (Matthew 2:14) and later from
Judea to  Galilee because of  Archelaus,  one of  Herod’s  sons
(2:22).  The  same  term  describes  Jesus  moving  into  the
wilderness after John was beheaded (14:13). In each instance,
people  flee  because  of  imperial  violence  or  the possibility  of
such violence.
  Coming on the heels of the three-fold temptation where Jesus
was repeatedly invited to pursue his own welfare, security and
power,  one might  be tempted to  conclude that  Matthew 4:12
describes him withdrawing for good. Given the threat of imperial
violence, it would have been tempting for Jesus to flee to safety
and avoid confronting the empire entirely. But there really was
no safe space and avoiding the empire was not an option. This
was  the  temptation  after  the  temptation  and  Jesus  emerges
victorious  yet  again.”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-
after-epiphany/commentary-on-matthew-412-23-5 by Raj Nadella)

Insight
“Jesus calls people to encounter God’s empire (Matthew 4:17).
Interpreters have translated the Greek word basileia in various
ways: kingdom, reign, rule, kingdom, empire. The translations
reflect  debates  over  the  phrase’s  meaning:  divine  action  or

space, present or future, already among people or not here yet.
Several factors establish its meaning.
  The  phrase  “the  empire/kingdom  of  the  heavens”  is  not
common outside  the  Gospels.  The idea of  God as  king  who
asserts  sovereign rule  among God’s  people  and the nations,
however,  is  common in the  Hebrew Bible.  Psalms 95-99,  for
example,  show God the king at  work  as creator,  savior,  and
judge. They present God active and intervening in a world that
does not live according to God’s purposes. God asserts God’s
rule in saving the world.
  The  Gospel  envisions  God’s  empire/kingdom  as  already
established in  the heavens.  It  is  now being extended among
humans in Jesus’ activity (“your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven,”  Matthew  6:10).”  (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-
after-epiphany/commentary-on-matthew-412-23-3 by Warren Carter)

Gospel Reading 
“When Jesus got word that John had been arrested, he returned
to  Galilee.  He  moved  from  his  hometown,  Nazareth,  to  the
lakeside village Capernaum, nestled at the base of the Zebulun
and Naphtali hills. This move completed Isaiah’s revelation:

Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
    road to the sea, over Jordan,

    Galilee, crossroads for the nations.
People sitting out their lives in the dark

    saw a huge light;
Sitting in that dark, dark country of death,

    they watched the sun come up.
This  Isaiah-prophesied  revelation  came  to  life  in  Galilee  the
moment Jesus started preaching. He picked up where John left
off:  “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” Walking along
the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later
called Peter) and Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their nets
into  the  lake.  It  was  their  regular  work.  Jesus  said  to  them,



“Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll
show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and
bass.” They didn’t ask questions, but simply dropped their nets
and followed.  A short distance down the beach they came upon
another  pair  of  brothers,  James  and  John,  Zebedee’s  sons.
These  two  were  sitting  in  a  boat  with  their  father,  Zebedee,
mending their fishnets. Jesus made the same offer to them, and
they were just as quick to follow, abandoning boat and father.
23-25 From there he went all over Galilee. He used synagogues
for meeting places and taught people the truth of God. God’s
kingdom was his  theme—that  beginning right  now they  were
under God’s government, a good government! He also healed
people of their diseases and of the bad effects of their bad lives.
Word got  around the entire Roman province of  Syria.  People
brought anybody with a sickness, whether mental, emotional, or
physical.  Jesus  healed  them,  one  and  all.  More  and  more
people  came,  the  momentum  gathering.  Besides  those  from
Galilee,  crowds came from the  “Ten  Towns”  across the lake,
others up from Jerusalem and Judea, still  others from across
the Jordan.”  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“As fishermen, Warren Carter notes that these sets of brothers
were likely under contract with the Roman Empire. “As brothers,
and possibly members of a cooperative with James and John
(4:21),  they have purchased a lease or contract  with Rome’s
agents that allows them to fish and obligates them to supply a
certain quality of fish.” Their actions in following Jesus were a
disruption, even if small, to Rome’s economic interests.
  By  choosing  Jesus,  the  brothers  choose  God’s  rule  over
Rome. They choose to “fish” their land and the people in it for
God’s purposes rather than exploiting it for Rome’s gain. They
choose to join Jesus’ ministry in the Promised Land rather than
to align themselves with the interests of the occupiers. Rome
wanted  the  men  to  catch  fish  to  advance  their  imperialist

expansion.  Jesus wants them to catch people for God’s rule,
which  as  Jesus  will  demonstrate  throughout  the  rest  of  the
Gospel, is a rule of mercy and justice and plenty.”  (Excerpts from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-
after-epiphany/commentary-on-matthew-412-23-6 by Jillian Engelhardt)

Readings for Further Study
 Isaiah 9:1-4    God is with us always

 Psalm 27:1, 4-9    This psalm is a prayer for help 

 1 Corinthians 1:10-18    If we belong together to Christ, we
must belong to one another 

Discussion Questions 
1.  How have you walked in darkness, or how do you do so
now? What light casts out that darkness? (Isa 9:2)
2.  What Christian purpose unites the community you worship
with? How does that unity strengthen you? (1 Cor 1:10)
3.  James and John left  their  father,  Zebedee.  Who or  what
would you not want to leave to follow Jesus? (Matt 4:20)
(From  workingpreacher.org/?wkngp_question_set=discussion-
questions-for-epiphany-3-4 by Beth Ann Gaede)

Thought for the Day 
"The kingdom of God does not consist in talk, but in power, that
is, in works and practice. God loves the ‘doers of the word’ in
faith and love,  and  not  the ‘mere hearers,’ who,  like  parrots,
have  learned  to  utter  certain  expressions  with  readiness.”  ~
Martin Luther

 A Prayer 
“Lord  God,  your  loving  kindness  always  goes  before  us  and
follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps
in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.” Amen. ~ ELCA Year A
2022-2023 Third Sunday After Epiphany/Lectionary 3 Prayer 


