
Lesson for Thursday, September 8 & Sunday, September 
11, 2022 
                              
GOSPEL:   Luke 15: 1-10

“The Stories of The Lost Sheep & The Lost Coin”

Context
“The fifteenth chapter  of  Luke consists  of  three parables: the
Lost Sheep (verses 3-7); the Lost Coin (verses 8-10); and the
Prodigal Son (verses 11-32).  
  The chapter begins with a contrast between “tax collectors and
sinners” and “Pharisees and scribes.”  Apparently,  sinners are
drawn to Jesus, but religious leaders complain that he accepts
and even eats with sinners (15:1-2). What is it about Jesus and
what he does that elicits such different responses?
  Mark  notes  these  differing  responses  to  Jesus  (2:15-16).
Matthew develops the theme (9:10-11; 11:19; 21:31). But it  is
Luke who brings it to the fore. In two stories, Jesus addresses
tax collectors — Levi (5:27-39) and Zaccheus (19:1-10) — and
then feasts in their homes. In another, a “sinful woman” kisses
and anoints Jesus’ feet with ointment at a dinner in a Pharisee’s
home (7:36-50). In these stories, which have meals as a venue,
at least two things happen. First, some kind of transformation
takes place in a “sinner’s” life, although Jesus does not judge or
remark  on  any  sinful  behavior.  Second,  Pharisees  criticize
Jesus  for  eating  with  sinners.” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-24-3/
commentary-on-luke-151-10-3 by Lois Malcolm)

Insight
“Patterns of Consistency in the parables:

1) The main character possesses something valuable and does 
not want to lose it.
2) The main character rejoices in the finding of the lost thing, but
does not rejoice alone.

3) The main character (God) expresses care in either the 
looking or the handling of that which was lost.
4) Each thing that was lost has a personal value, not just a 
monetary value: shepherds care for their sheep, women cherish
their bridal jewelry, and a father loves his son.
  Incidentally, this first illustration of the shepherd carrying the
sheep on his shoulders was the original figure used to identify
Christians  before  people  began  identifying  Christianity  with
crosses. In these parables Jesus paints with words a beautiful
picture of God’s grace in His desire to see the lost return to Him.
Men seek honor and avoid shame; God seeks to glorify Himself
through us His sheep, His sons and daughters. Despite having
ninety-nine other sheep, despite the sinful rebellion of His lost
sheep, God joyfully receives it back, just as He does when we
repent and return to Him.”  (Excerpts from gotquestions.org/parable-lost-
sheep-coin.html)

Gospel Reading 
“By this time a lot of men and women of questionable reputation
were  hanging  around  Jesus,  listening intently.  The Pharisees
and religion scholars were not pleased, not at all pleased. They
growled, “He takes in sinners and eats meals with them, treating
them  like  old  friends.”  Their  grumbling  triggered  this  story.
“Suppose  one  of  you  had  a  hundred  sheep  and  lost  one.
Wouldn’t  you  leave  the  ninety-nine  in  the  wilderness  and  go
after the lost one until you found it? When found, you can be
sure you would put it across your shoulders, rejoicing, and when
you  got  home  call  in  your  friends  and  neighbors,  saying,
‘Celebrate  with  me!  I’ve  found my lost  sheep!’ Count  on it—
there’s more joy in heaven over one sinner’s rescued life than
over ninety-nine good people in no need of rescue. “Or imagine
a woman who has ten coins and loses one. Won’t she light a
lamp and scour the house, looking in every nook and cranny
until she finds it? And when she finds it you can be sure she’ll
call her friends and neighbors: ‘Celebrate with me! I found my



lost  coin!’  Count  on  it—that’s  the kind of  party  God’s  angels
throw every time one lost soul turns to God.””  The Message

What It Could Mean?
“Jesus speaks to a group of  people who resent  his  inclusive
welcome to all, especially tax collectors and sinners. They are
focused on how Jesus’ attention on those deemed undeserving
undermines  his  authority  in  their  view.  He  responds  to  their
criticism with a parable that shifts the focus to the expectations
of those in authority to seek the lost, and the joy experienced
when the lost one is returned to community.
  The audience, the Pharisees and scribes, are placed in the
parable by Jesus:  Jesus calls them to identify with the role of a
concerned shepherd, a move that creates both connection and
contrast.  Jesus  appeals  to  their  sense  of  obligation  and
caregiving  associated  with  leadership  while  simultaneously
establishing his own authority as the seeker of the lost. While
this  tactic  summons  their  sense  of  responsibility,  it  also
potentially  creates  a  contrast  between those  in  authority  and
Jesus  as  God’s  agent...But  ultimately,  the  focus  here  is  on
God’s orientation as the seeker, and Jesus as God’s agent in
that  endeavor.  The  parable ends on the joy of  the shepherd
shared collectively with his friends and neighbors.
  The second parable, of the woman seeking her lost coin, is
brief  but  describes  potentially  hours  of  work,  as  the  woman
turns her house upside down in search of the lost coin. Here the
risk  is  not  in leaving the  99 alone,  but  in  expending energy,
resources, and time that might not be recognized, rewarded, or
replenished.
  This parable, like the last one, culminates in joy at finding the
lost. The repetition is important, emphasizing joy as an integral
part  of  finding  what  is  lost.  The  theological  implication  of
connecting God with the shepherd and the woman means that
God is 1) a seeker who 2) is not fatigued and 3) experiences joy
and fosters celebration when the lost is found.

  The absence of joy, whether in Jesus’ critical audience or in the
pandemic-weary  contemporary  hearers,  closes  us  off  to  the
reward of  God’s  labor.  The burden of  seeking the lost  is  not
solely ours. We are the ones who get to rejoice in God’s work
among  us.  Our  work  involves  preparing  ourselves  and  our
communities to receive those God brings in and figure out a way
to work together in this new world.
  God still rejoices in us. Putting one more piece of the puzzle
into  place  in  God’s  community  is  cause  for  celebration.  The
persistence and resilience of the Christian community in recent
struggles is gratifying to witness. The joy of God is Good News,
both  for  the  99  and  for  the  1.” (Excerpts  from
workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-24-3/
commentary-on-luke-151-10-5 by Kendra A. Mohn)

Readings for Further Study
 Matthew 10:29-31 & Psalm 139:13    God pursues us – He

knows each person intimately

 1 John 4:19   “We love because He first loved us”

 Psalm 95:7   “For He is our God, and we are the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand...”

Thought for the Day 
“Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the
days of my life, and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.” 
~ Psalm 23:6

 A Prayer 
“O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back
to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your
loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and
may follow all  things that  sustain our  life  in  your Son,  Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.” Amen.  ~ ELCA Year C 2021-2022
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Prayer


