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V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . O S L C - A P P L E T O N . O R G  

Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church 

 

3009 N Meade St, Appleton 54911 
Rev. Kurt Hoffman       

Deacon Brett Christensen  
 

Virtual Worship  
Sunday:  9am Streaming 

on Facebook Live. 

 

Contact 
920-734-6396 

Kurt@OSLC-Appleton.org 
Brett@OSLC-Appleton.org 
office@OSLC-Appleton.org 

Due to COVID-19, OSLC 
is suspending ALL Ac-

tivities, including Wor-
ship in person at the 
church building until 

further notice.  
 

Visit the OSLC  
Website and Facebook 

page for updates! 



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

I pray that 2021 be better than 2020 . . . but wait a second, let’s 
unpack that.  

 
While 2020 was fraught with 
much pain, disruption, heart-
ache, loss, sickness, rage, hate, re
-exposed racism, inequality and 
even death – all soul crushing 
and dis-spiriting, 2020 also 
brought with it, deepened faith 
in Jesus, a slower pace, technolo-
gy to keep us connected, re-
newed interest in cooking, gar-
dening, music, hobbies, family, 
neighbors, friends, determina-

tion to love all people, simplicity, and a realization that all are 
not treated equally under the law – all of which enrich us and 
make us better. 
 
So while the calendar has changed, this hasn’t We ARE the be-
loved of God, called by the Holy Spirit to be bearers of Good 
News to all people. OSLC is continuing to find ways for us all to 
not only remain connected while not actually with each other in 
person, but to grow our lives of faith through the study and re-

flection of God’s Word daily, weekly life-changing worship, and 
ways of serving the community in Jesus’ name. 
 
In my time at Our Saviour’s I have been blessed to have shared 
in ministry with a great staff of people, one of which was our 
deacon, Brett Christensen, who has now left ministry to pursue 
other ways of serving Jesus outside of congregational ministry. 
Brett touched the lives of many in our community of faith, espe-
cially the youth, but also adults. He has a heart for all people and 
is filled with a graceful understanding of relationships that in-
vites people to treat themselves and others with respect, joy and 
mercy. I am grateful to have shared 3 years here with Brett and 
he will be missed. 
 
The transition in regards to adding full time ministry staff is 
going to be undertaken with a sense of looking to the future of 
OSLC’s needs, taking into account where we are at and where 
we would like to move to in the future – not just quickly filling 
an empty position. It may mean calling a second ordained pastor 
with responsibilities of youth and technology; it may mean a lay 
person (think Cindy Meyer, Rachel Emrick, Brian Westerbur) 
with responsibilities of youth and technology. We will be adding 
a person, we just need to make sure that they fill the ministry 
vision and mission of OSLC for 2021 and beyond. 

 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Kurt    

 
As a community of believers at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church, our vision 
to “love God. love others.” 

SERVING OSLC 
STAFF 
Rev. Kurt Hoffman, Pastor 
Laura Purath, Office Mgr./Ministries Coord. 
Karen Stangel, Worship Accompanist 
John Stangel, Worship Tech. 
Jenn & Ted Tyvol, Children’s Ministries Coords. 
Amy Arps, Assistant-Confirmation, Office 
 

OSLC COUNCIL 
Carol Lamp, President 
Susan Kulkarni, Vice President 
Lori Knoke, Council Secretary 
Steve Alstad, Treasurer 
Joan Allen, Financial Secretary 
Brian Krauss, Christian. Ed. Comm. Chair 
Larry Williams, Evangelism Comm. Chair 
Steve Bartell, Personnel Comm. Chair 
Jeff Firgens, Property Comm. Chair 
Lorna Wulterkens, BASICS Council Liaison 
Jim Leppla, Stewardship Comm. Chair 
Greg McDonald, Technology Comm. Chair 
John Stangel, Worship & Music Comm. Chair 
Will Hansen, Youth & Y.A. Ministries Council 
Liaison 

DEVOTIONS 
 Pastor Kurt has a daily devotion called 
“Bread for the Journey”, streaming on Fa-
cebook live at 9am M-F. 
 
www.OSLC-Appleton.org      

https://www.facebook.com/OSLC-Our-Saviours-Lutheran-Church-
Appleton-WI-181313441890433/?ref=bookmarks  
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Even at the worst of 
times, on the worst of 

days, there are remind-
ers all around us of 

who we belong to and 
how much we are loved 
by Him.  You just have 
to be open to seeing. 

 
Photo by Pastor Kurt 
& Kathy Hoffman just 

outside his office-a 
cross shadowed the 

sunlight as it shown on 
the carpet. 

https://www.facebook.com/OSLC-Our-Saviours-Lutheran-Church-Appleton-WI-181313441890433/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/OSLC-Our-Saviours-Lutheran-Church-Appleton-WI-181313441890433/?ref=bookmarks
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NOW a link on 
the OSLC 

website under 
Learning/Togetherness! 
 

Use the OSLC on-line directory for contact 
information. 

 Send an email to Laura@OSLC-
Appleton.org if you cannot get into 

the directory at www.IconCMO.com.  
A link and username will be emailed to 
you. 

 If you need help updating your infor-
mation in the church records or want 
to submit a new picture, email 

       Laura@OSLC-Appleton.org 
 
Help to fight the isolation felt during this 
time.  Use the OSLC directory to send a 
card or note in the mail. 

Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran An-
niversaries of 

Church 
Membership: 

 
JANUARY 
59 yrs—Gary & Madlyn Sweetalla 
35 yrs—Joshua Stevens 
25 yrs—Riley Fye 
20 yrs—Fischer Schlegel 
               Delanie Sommers 
               Jim & Judy DeShaney 
               Rick & Toni Franke 
               Don & Sheila Frederick 
               Kari Mueller 
               Eric & Marsha Olson 
               Kurt & Kirsten Rossebo 
 

Anniversaries of membership are printed 
beginning with 20 yrs and then every fifth 

year; yearly beyond 50 yrs. 

69th Annual Meeting of 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Held Virtually on ZOOM: 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 immediately following 9am Virtual Worship 

 
 

 

AGENDA 
 Opening Prayer 
 Call to Order 
 Declaration of Quorum 
 Adoption of Agenda – page 1 
 Approval of the previous Annual Meeting 

Minutes – page 2-4 
 Approval of the annual budget:  2021 Mission 

and Ministry Financial Budget – page 5 
 First of Two required votes to amend the Con-

stitution – page 5-6 
 Elections – page 6 
 Adjournment 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Benediction 

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  

1. The Annual Report was emailed on Saturday, January 9th, 2021 via 
Constant Contact to the household email address on record to mem-
bers of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  A paper copy was mailed to 
the 87 households that we have no email address on record. 

 

Please check your spam/junk/deleted folder.  If you opted out of the 
Constant Contact emails and wish to opt in, email Laura@OSLC-
Appleton.org. 

2. The ZOOM link will be emailed just as the Annual Report was the 
morning of the meeting.  It will also be posted on facebook immedi-
ately following 9:00am Worship.  You do NOT need ZOOM or a 
Facebook account to participate. 

3. Upon entry to the ZOOM meeting, please use the chat function on 
the ZOOM screen, privately chat to Laura your full name(s) of any 
voting members participating from that computer.   

ADDITION TO THE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

I would like to mention the mask makers made and donated masks for: 
 

 Children's Hospital of WI (100) 

 LWR (200) 

 US military (100) 

 WI Mask Warriors (300) 

 Our Saviour’s 

 OSLC Little Free Pantry 

 Rawhide 
 
There were many individuals who sewed masks.  And did they sew!!  Marlys Regan 
made over 500 herself this last year. Sandy Carsten cut children's size masks and 
Winnie McPeake assembled them. Others dropped their donations in the blue totes 
but didn’t leave a note as to who did the work.  Winnie McPeake 
 

A heartfelt “thank you” to all sewed masks, whether you made one or nu-
merous!  There is love in every stitch. 
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JANUARY CONFIRMATION CALENDAR 
Sun. Jan 3  9AM Virtual Worship FB Live 

Mon.  Jan 4   Home Video/Q’s on Website 

Wed. Jan 6     6:30PM 7th Grade Large Group Zoom 

Sun. Jan 10  9AM Virtual Worship FB Live 

Wed. Jan 13        6:30PM 8th Grade Large Group Zoom 

Sun. Jan 17  9AM Virtual Worship FB Live 

Wed. Jan 20        6:30PM 9th Grade Large Group Zoom 

Sun. Jan 24  9AM Virtual Worship FB Live 

Wed. Jan 27   Monthly Questions Due 

Sun. Jan 31  9AM Virtual Worship FB Live  
 
*Monthly Video & Questions found on website under the confirmation button: www.oslc-appleton.org 
*Monthly Questions can be turned in by emailing them to Amy Arps – amy@oslc-appleton.org 

Kwik Trip Gas Cards still available- 
Contact Amy@OSLC-Appleton.org.  
 
You can still purchase Kwik Trip Gas cards from the youth, during this time when we are not together.  If you 
would like to purchase cards, simply email Amy@OSLC-appleton.org  with your order.  She will  try and make 

them available within 2 days.  Amy will make arrangements with you to pick them up at the church.  Thanks for 
your continued support of our youth. 

http://www.oslc-appleton.org


 

 

Connecting . . . Be a Phone Buddy 
 
Are you interested 
in connecting with 
some of OSLC’s 
older members? 
 
If you are interested 
in participating in 
this ministry, please 
contact the office 

by calling 920-734-6396 and leave a message or email 
office@OSLC-Appleton.org 

FACEMASK MINISTRY 
If you, or someone you know, is willing to help 
with the mask ministry, please contact Winnie 
at (920)428-2487 or  

winnie.mcpeake@gmail.com to see how you might be able to help.  
There is a need for adult size and child size masks. 
 
Knitters are making the strings for fasteners, while sewers are sewing 
masks in sizes for children or adults. Some of the masks are being 
placed in the Little Free Pantry on our property along Meade St. to 
help our neighbors.   
 
Perhaps you have cotton material to donate, or could cut some fabric, 
or help with delivery, or donate 1/4” elastic you have on hand, etc. 
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Come join the fun! Neighborhood Preschool is accepting reg-
istrations now for the  2020/2021 school year. 

  

Call Sheri at 920-858-6879.     
www.Neighborhoodpreschool.org 

Quilting Ministry 
 
The quilt group is not currently 
meeting; however, anyone who 
would like to make quilts for 
LWR please call me, Linda Stor-
ma, at 920-739-0455 for quilting 
supplies or instructions on mak-
ing quilts at home. We now have 
a new supply of batting available 
for quilt filler. 

Adopt-a-Friend  
 
WOW! 
 
You are all amazing!!  
All “tags” were 
claimed and all gifts 
were delivered to 
OSLC.  Thank you.  
Thank you!  You 
made Christmas spe-
cial for families in 
need at Lincoln Ele-
mentary. 

Virtual Sunday School  
 
As a reminder, each week Sunday School videos are posted (on 
our OSLC FaceBook page and on the OSLC website) with videos 
involving Bible lessons/reading, Bible games, arts and crafts, 
cooking, STEM projects, music, and creative arts/puppetry. 
 
Additionally, there are young children’s board book readings, as 
well.  These videos can be viewed at any time, as they are posted 
throughout the week, and they can be easily located on our Fa-
ceBook page in the Sunday School playlist section under the 
“video” button. 
 
Be sure to check your e-mail or our FaceBook postings for Sun-
day School LIVE events as well!  Children are always welcome to 
attend!  (At our last event, we had children in an age range from 
3-12! 
 
If you have any questions or you or someone would like to be 
added to our updated e-mail list, please contact us at 
JennAndTed@OSLC-Appleton.org.  We would love for you to join 
us this year!  

mailto:JennAndTed@OSLC-Appleton.org


 

 

OSLC VIRTUAL 
Book Club— 

 
 

Read a good book lately?  Want to 
share the book title with others?  Want 

to find out what good books others 
have read? 

 
 
 

Email CarolLamp44@gmail.com to 
participate on Wednesday, Jan. 27th at 
11:30am.  We meet online vir tually.  
All you need is internet access, and a 

device with a camera and microphone. 

Fox Valley Lutheran Homes to access the entire newsletter, click here. 

Virtual Bible 
Study led by Pastor 
Kurt (aka Men's Bi-
ble Study and BB&B) 

will take place virtually on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
from 6-7pm.  Via ZOOM.* 
 
Women of Wisdom Virtual Bible Study led by Dea-
con Brett on Monday afternoons from 1:30 to 3pm. 
Currently, we are studying the second in a series by 
Sarah Young, Jesus Calling.  If you would like to par-
ticipate, contact carollamp44@gmail.com. 
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Memorial monies and 

gifts were 
received by 

Our Saviour’s in 
memory of . . . 

 
 

Vernon Wiese 
By Mark Wiese 

 

Dorothy McIntire 
By Ron McIntire 

 
 
 
 

Our prayers & sympathies remain with 
the families & friends of: 

 

Margaret (Marg) Zenisek 
who entered eternal life on 

December 22, 2020 

 

Evelyn Guttenberg 
who was born to eternal life on 

November 21, 2020 
 
 

Prayers of sympathy and healing 
for all who are mourning 

the loss of a loved one. 

  

  
  
  
  
Nora Rose Fralin 
Born:  March 18, 2020 
Baptized:  November 1, 2020 
Daughter of Darrell & Andrea Fralin 
  

Mila Charlotte Tyvol 
Born:  June 9, 2020 
Baptized:  December 28, 2020 
Daughter of Theodore & Jennifer Tyvol 
 

Callan Robert Matz 
Born:  August 6, 2020 
Baptized:  January 9, 2021 
Son of Ethan & Allison Matz 
  

Ryne Ross Gellerman 
Born:  July 10, 2020 
Baptized:  January 10, 2021 
Son of William & Amanda Gellerman 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/What-s-All-Happening-at-Linwood-Place--January-2021-.html?soid=1129958903201&aid=XYcDnUXG65o
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How are we doing? 
Financially? 
  Nov 2020      Dec 2020     Prev. 12 mo.  
                          (Jan2020-Dec2020) 

Actual Expenses $27,474       $30,701       $392,887 
Actual Giving*    86,753**     46,337         505,815 
  
Difference   59,279       15,636           83,958 
*Mission & Ministry General Fund 
** Includes the PPP loan funds that were 100% forgiven. 
 
Est. expenses:*** Jan 2021:  $38,433 Feb 2021:  $25,709 
***Based on the 2021 proposed Budget.   
 
For additional information, request full financial reports from the 
Financial Secretary or office. 

As of December 31, 2020: 
Liquid Assets    
Checking    $103,506 
Designated monies        49,666  
Undesignated memorials           12,951 
PPP Loan funds avail. (in Sav.)           0 
  

Outstanding Loans 
Line of Credit                   $0 (pd in full 8/23/2020 $28,970) 
PPP Loan      $0 (forgiven 100%) 

Investment 
Endowment Fund                $135,545 
 

The PPP loan funds were available due to the pandemic.  OSLC was 
approved to have their loan amount of $60,000 be 100% forgiven. 

Worship Attendance    
Worship Attendance    The number in ( ) is the number of days in the reporting period. 

1How many people saw the post as they were scrolling 
2How many liked, loved, cared, cried, etc. with an emoji 
3Highest number of viewers at one time during the livestream 
4Total views of live and recorded Worship 

8 U P D A T E S  

Are you open to being a leader of 
OSLC, shaping the future of the 
church, and serving as a Member 
of Council? There is one position 
open, Property Committee 
Chair.  If you are interested or 
want more information, contact 
Steve Bartell at 
mrclean135@hotmail.com or 

 larrywilliams7149@gmail.com or 920-470-8123. 

Council Corner:   

December Council Meeting Highlights 
1.  Amy has returned to the “virtual” office to help 

Kurt and Laura as we move into the new year.  We 
are excited to bring her back.  

2.  There are still a few council positions open.  
Please contact the office or Larry Williams if you 
are interested or just want to know more about 
what the commitment entails.  

3.  Annual Meeting will be held on Jan-
uary 24, 2021 immediately follow-
ing the 9:00 service.  The meeting 
will be held on Facebook Live.  The 
meeting will  be shorter than usual, 
however there are a few items that 
will need voting on.  Watch for de-
tails and please plan on attending.  

mailto:larrywilliams7149@gmail.com


 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
OSLC Council Meeting: November 10, 2020 

(Zoom Meeting) 
Mission Statement:  Gather, Grow, Go 

Vision: Love God, Love Others 
 
Present: Pastor Kurt, Brett Christiansen, Carol Lamp, Susan Kalkarni, 
Joan Allen, Steve Bartell, Brian Krauss, Jeff Firgens, Jim Leppla, 
Greg McDonald, Lori Knoke, Larry Williams, John Stangel, Larry 
Williams, Steve Alstad 
Excused: Lorna Wulterkens 
 
The ZOOM Meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by Carol Lamp.  
Pastor Kurt gave the devotion. 
 
The Meeting Agenda was approved 
 
October 13th minutes were approved. 
 
Monthly Reports: 

 Pastor Kurt’s written report was submitted.   

 Financial Reports were submitted. 

 Christian Education written report was submitted 

 Deacon Brett’s written report was submitted,  

 Office Manager written report was submitted 
 
Old Business: 

 The Reopening Task force is continuing to meet and discuss the 
tasks that will need to be completed before reopening.   $1,000 was 
approved to pay for reopening supplies, including banners, signs and 
miscellaneous items. 

 The Thanksgiving service will be a joint virtual service with the 
Appleton Council of Churches.  Pastor Kurt will be providing one of 
the Homilies.  Contributions for Thanksgiving will be split evenly 
between Our Saviours and Leaven.  In leu of adopting families for 
Thanksgiving this year, other giving options include monetary gifts 
for Loaf and Fishes 25th Anniversary or our Little Free Pantry. 

 It was recommended that Council terms be changed to two 2-year 
terms for the Executive Committee.  This will be voted on by the 
Congregation when we are able to have an Annual Meeting.  

 The Council is continuing to attempt to fill 2021 council vacancies.  
There will be four council vacancies going into 2021, Property, 
Financial Secretary, Stewardship and Technology. Please contact 
any council member if you are interested. 

 The 2020 Confirmation class was confirmed on Oct 25, in a parking 
lot service.   The 2021 Confirmation class will be confirmed in 
April, location to be determined. 

 Our monetary commitment to Crossways Camp capital improvement 
fund is due at the end of December.  If you are interested in 
contributing, please forward any moneys to the church office. 

 We will be adopting families from Lincoln Elementary School again 
this Christmas.  Watch for details. 

 
New Business: 

 Per recommendations from the Bishop’s office our 2021 budget will 
mirror our 2020 budget, except for Pastor Dee’s salary and benefits. 

 Annual Meeting should be held in January.  We are continuing to 
figure out what this will look like and how to conduct a vote on 
various items. 

 We approved a $100 donation to Crossways Camps in honor of 
Bishop Mansholt’s retirement. 

 We approved the use of $3,000 from Hazel Norman’s Memorial 
Fund to purchase equipment and software to enhance Virtual 
Worship. These new technologies will provide a higher sound 
quality, multiple camera angles, and the ability to have pre-recorded 
video. This will allow for the virtual services to continue even after 
we are back together in person. 

 Brett Christiansen has submitted his resignation from Our Saviours.  
We are very sad to see him go, and he will be missed.  His last day 
will be Dec 24th. Please wish Brett well in his future endeavors. 

 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  We adjourned at 8:20. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lori Knoke, Council Secretary 

Next Virtual 
Council Meeting: 

Tues., Jan. 12, 2021 
At 6:30pm 

See page 10 for financial report . 

9 C O U N C I L  H I G H L I G H T S  



 

 

First Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
City, ST 

Permit # 000 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
3009 N Meade St 
Appleton WI 54911 
www.OSLC-Appleton.org  
 
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Love God. Love others. 

O F  I N T E R E S T ;  O F  I M P O R T A N C E  
Christmas, according to the liturgical calendar, isn’t just a day, 
but a season. Many Christians know the song “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas” But what defines the Christmas season? 
 
The 12 days of Christmas are a reversal of the season 
of Advent. Christians during Advent await the celebration of 
the birth of our Savior. The period from Christmas Day to the 
day before Epiphany (the celebration of the magi visiting Je-
sus, the baptism of Jesus and the beginning of his earthly min-
istry). 
 
These 12 days help Christians remember that the life of faith 
is full of challenges and hardships but also contains plenty of 
reasons to celebrate as we remember the heroes and heroines 
of the church, and most importantly, our Lord and Savior. 
 
If we count the days from the day after Christmas (Dec. 26th as 
day 1 and count up to 12 on our calendars, you will arrive at 
January 6th, the day of Epiphany. 
 
For even more interesting information about the Christmas Sea-
son, such as how feasting and events that each day relates to, 
click here. 
 
Excerpts from an article that appeared in Living Lutheran’s December 
2019 issue, titled “What are the 12 days of Christmas?”  By Cory Driver.  
Used by permission. © ELCA.  

69th Annual Meeting of 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Held Virtually on ZOOM: 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 immediately 

following 9am Virtual Worship 
 

Please see page 3 for more information. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2014/11/time-wait-for-god-come/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/12/12-days-christmas-2/

